
Dear Members,

I am pleased to announce that 
the Western New York Chapter’s 
Annual Installation Dinner and 
Awards Ceremony will take place 
on September 24, 2008 starting 
at 5:30 p.m. at Asbury Hall 
in Buffalo. This issue of our 
newsletter features profiles on our 
two award recipients, Kathleen 
Sweet, Esq., who will receive 
the M. Dolores Denman 
Lady Justice Award, and 
Jackie Mordaunt, who will 
receive the President’s Award. 
As you read their profiles, it 
will become abundantly clear 
why we chose to honor these 
dynamic women and I would 
like to take this opportunity 
to express my sincere gratitude 
for the work they have done for 
WBASNY and for women in the 
Western New York community. 

I pause with great pride (and 
trepidation) with the realization that I 

will be installed as this Chapter’s 24th 
President. The distinguished women that 

came before me have left gigantic shoes to 
fill and I look forward to meeting the high 

standards that they have set. The Western 
New York Chapter has grown to be one of the 

largest chapters in the state due to the hard work 
and dedication of these women. First among them 

is our Immediate Past President, Kelly Philips. I am 
privileged to follow in the footsteps of such an energetic 

and loyal leader and I intend to carry on the advancements 
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she made with our Chapter last 
year, including her pioneering look 
into whether there are pay differ-
entials between male and female 
attorneys in Western New York.

Although I am this Chapter’s 
24th president, it is important 
to note that this year marks the 
25th anniversary of the Western 
New York Chapter! We have 

come a long way in the last 25 
years and we plan to celebrate 
the achievements of the Chapter 
throughout the year, culminating 
with a party in the spring. Stay 
tuned for more details.

We have some fantastic 
programs already planned for 
the year, including Women in 
the Law Part I: Negotiating Your 
Way to the Top on October 23 
and a night at Legally Blonde 

 Marybeth Priore
 2008-09 PRESIDENT
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President’s Message continued
the Musical on October 16. Check out our Program 
Calendar in this issue for more information. In 
addition, we started the year off with a bang with our 
annual New Year’s Party on June 26 and a CLE on 
Depression and Anxiety’s Disproportionate Impact 
on Women on July 17.

Finally, I would like to thank all of you who have 
renewed your membership for the 2008-2009 year. As 
a reminder, our membership year runs from June 1, 
2008 to May 31, 2009. We are more than halfway to 
our starting goal of 300 members and with your help 
we can reach new levels and accomplish more than 
ever before. It is you, our members, that make this 
organization work and I look forward to hearing from 
you throughout the year on how we can continue to 
make a difference in this community.

Marybeth Priore

President, WNY Chapter WBASNY
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On Saturday, June 14, 2008, WBASNY members joined more than 500 other Brush Up Buffalo volunteers 
in repainting fourteen homes and the Iron Island Museum in Buffalo’s historic Lovejoy neighborhood. 

Brush Up Buffalo is an annual event through which volunteers help low-income families in the City of Buffalo 
spruce up their homes and revitalize their surroundings. Lovejoy was selected as this year’s target neighborhood 
to assist in stabilizing the area surrounding the current reconstruction of P.S. #43 Lovejoy Discovery School. 
Thanks to WBASNY members Sarah Feor, Anne Joynt, Sabrina May, Sarah Ranni, Liz Salzman, Jennifer 
Scharf, and Diane Tiveron for their help in making this year’s event a success! — Elizabeth Harned

newsletter design     Jason Tedeschi

Wbasny MeMbers brush uP buffalo!
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For over 95 years, the YWCA of the Tonawandas 
has been tirelessly serving the community. 

Through its many programs and services, the YWCA 
works hard to carry out its mission “eliminating 
racism and empowering women” and to “create 
opportunities for women’s 
growth, leadership and power 
in order to attain a common 
vision: peace, justice, freedom 
and dignity for all people.”

The YWCA’s Domestic 
Violence Program offers 
various services to domestic 
violence victims such as in-
dividual counseling, support 
groups, advocacy assistance 
to help victims through the 
system by accompanying 
them to Criminal, Family 
and Supreme Court, to the 
police and the Department of 
Social Services. At monthly legal clinics, victims can 
speak with an attorney free of charge. The YWCA 
also helps domestic violence victims by arranging for 
temporary emergency shel-
ter at the nearest available 
shelter. Other services include 
6 week parenting education 
classes, community referrals, 
career and education services 
such as resume preparation 
assistance, help with com-
pleting school admission and 
financial aid forms and a 
business clothing closet.

The YWCA offers a weekly 
support group which provides 
women abuse survivors with 
a supportive environment for 
planning a non-violent future by addressing such topics 
as domestic violence education, enhancing self-esteem, 
fear and anxiety, domestic violence and children, 
stress management, self care, combating anger and 
depression. The YWCA provides free child care to 

allow women to attend group counseling.
KidStrong, a support group for children who 

have been directly exposed to family violence, 
consists of 10 sessions which focus on self-esteem, 
safety planning, children’s rights, domestic violence, 

assertive versus aggressive 
behavior, separation and 
divorce, and feelings. In 
this program, kids work 
on art projects, have small 
group discussions, sing 
songs, and complete self-
esteem activities. To meet 
the overwhelming demand 
for this truly invaluable 
program, the YWCA would 
like to expand KidStrong 
but is in need of additional 
funding in order to do so.

The YWCA works closely 
with the courts through 

several of its programs. The YWCA’s Connextions 
program is a supervised visitation program which 
provides a safe, structured and comfortable environ-

ment for children to visit 
their non-custodial parent or 
other relatives when super-
vised visitation is required 
by Family Court, Criminal 
Court, Supreme Court, The 
Department of Social Ser-
vices or Law Guardians. The 
Connextions program strives 
to allow the non-custodial 
parent/child relationship 
to continue, reduce friction 
between parents and prevent 
further abuse or acts of vio-
lence in the presence of the 

child, or directed at the child. A qualified visitation 
supervisor is present at all times during the visitation 
which takes place in a child-centered play room.

sPread the Word: yWca of the tonaWandas offers Many unique services

Immediate Past President Kelly Philips and Maria Angelova, 
Director of Human Services

Secretary Sakina Riddell at the YWCA

“YwCa of the tonawandas” Continued on Page six
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The Western New York Chapter of WBASNY is 
pleased to announce that the recipient of the 

2008 President’s Award is Jacqueline G. Mordaunt. 
Ms. Mordaunt was appointed as the first Executive 
Director of the Western New York Affiliate of Susan 
G. Komen for the Cure in 2004, a position she 
continues to hold today. 

The Western New York Komen Affiliate began 
raising awareness and funds in the fight against 
breast cancer with the first Western New York Race 
for the Cure in Buffalo in June 2001 and it joins 
more than 100,000 breast cancer survivors and 
activists as part of the largest and most progressive 
grassroots network fighting breast cancer. Through 

events like the Komen WNY 
Race for the Cure, over $2 
million has been invested in local 
breast cancer projects in the eight 
counties of Western New York. 

As Executive Director, Ms. 
Mordaunt is responsible for 
the operation of the Western 
New York Affiliate, including 
fundraising, outreach programs, 
and coordination of volunteers 
and committees. In her early 
career, Ms. Mordaunt owned and 
operated The Jacqueline Shoppe, 
a local specialty-clothing store. 
She later served as the Director of 
Development at the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of the Northtowns. 

Ms. Mordaunt’s dedication 
to funding cancer research 
originated in 1987 when her 
husband, Tim, co-founded 
and chaired the Keith’s Classic 
Memorial Golf Tournament to 
benefit pediatric cancer research 
at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. 
The annual event raised $2.5 
million over its twenty-year 
run in memory of their son, 

Keith. Currently a member of the Roswell Alliance 
Community Advisory Board, Ms. Mordaunt was 
previously honored with the Roswell Park Alliance 
Katherine Anne Gioia Inspiration Award. 

Ms. Mordaunt lives on Grand Island with her 
husband, Tim Mordaunt, an attorney, and her three 
children. The Grand Island Chamber of Commerce 
previously recognized Ms. Mordaunt with its Citizen 
of the Year Award. 

With the President’s Award, the Chapter proudly 
acknowledges Ms. Mordaunt’s contributions to the 
community, and, most recently, her commitment to 
raise awareness and funds in the fight against breast 
cancer. — Sarah Ranni

President’s aWard reciPient: Jacqueline “Jackie” g. Mordaunt



PG. 5

The Lady Justice Award is given annually to a 
member of the Western New York Chapter of the 

Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York 
(WBASNY), to recognize the member’s contribution 
and dedication to WBASNY’s mission of promoting 
the advancement of the status of women in society and 
of women in the legal profession, and the fair and equal 
administration of justice. This year’s award is granted 
to Kathleen M. Sweet, Esq., a woman 
who has demonstrated a commitment 
not only to her craft, but also to the 
ideals of WBASNY through develop-
ment of female attorneys and active 
participation in many organizations. 

Kathleen, a partner at Gibson, 
McAskill & Crosby, LLP, is one 
of Western New York’s most 
accomplished trial attorneys. She is 
at once a zealous advocate for her 
clients, a gracious professional, and a 
devoted member of this community.

Upon graduation from Villanova 
University Law School in 1990, 
Kathleen served as a Law Assistant for the New York 
State Supreme Court Appellate Division, Fourth De-
partment. After her term ended, she began her work 
as a civil litigator at the law firm of Damon & Morey, 
LLP, where she ultimately worked closely with the 
late Carmen Tarantino. When Mr. Tarantino started 
his own firm, he chose Kathleen to work with him. At 
the new firm, Mr. Tarantino was on trial frequently, 
which gave Kathleen the opportunity to manage 
all aspects of their other cases, as well as many of 
the day-to-day operations of the office. She took on 
this significant role in only her third year of private 
practice. She conducted depositions almost daily in 
Buffalo and across upstate New York, often on little or 
no sleep. Kathleen admits that the stress was extraor-
dinary, but it is clear that the experience gave her the 
confidence and knowledge that she has since used to 
take dozens of medical malpractice cases to verdict. 

Now a partner at one of this area’s preeminent law 
firms, Kathleen faces the challenge of maintaining a 

balance between work, community, and most impor-
tantly, family. Kathleen combines a successful career 
representing physicians and hospitals with her com-
mitment to our community and devotion to her family. 
When asked for the key to achieving that balance, she 
credits her husband, Brian Fredericks. But Kathleen 
does not believe she has achieved a balance, and doubts 
that a busy trial attorney can ever lead a “balanced” life. 

Though they are only nine and eight, 
her children Caroline and Michael 
know what it means when mom is on 
trial – and they are her biggest cheer-
leaders. The loudest cheers, of course, 
come the day the verdict is rendered 
and life goes back to “normal.”

As if her trial schedule and fam-
ily are not enough to keep her busy, 
Kathleen retains her devotion to issues 
of gender equity in the workplace and 
community activism. Kathleen has 
been a member of WBASNY for more 
than a decade. She is always the first to 
volunteer her time for WBASNY initia-

tives, and to encourage others to do the same. Kathleen 
plays a key role in WBASNY’s judiciary committee, and 
was the regional coordinator for the Judges and Lawyers 
Breast Cancer Alert (JALBCA) for 11 years, serving as 
WBASNY’s liaison to that group. JALBCA is of special 
significance to Kathleen because she became involved 
with it at a time when her mother was battling the disease. 

Kathleen is an active member of several groups 
including the American Bar Association, the New York 
State Bar Association, the Erie County Bar Associa-
tion, the Western New York Defense Trial Lawyers 
Association, and she serves on the Liaison Committee 
for the Medical Society of the County of Erie.

 Kathleen also dedicates herself to mentoring young 
attorneys and presently has a team of several talented as-
sociates. When asked to describe working with Kathleen, 
those associates paint a picture of Kathleen’s traits that are 
recognized with WBASNY’s Lady Justice Award.

M. dolores denMan lady Justice aWard reciPient: kathleen M. sWeet, esq.

“denMan award” Continued on Page six
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“Kathleen is the consummate advocate. She 
is talented, fair, and unafraid to challenge her 
opponents to obtain the things to which her clients 
are entitled. She does all of this with charm, grace, 
and a terrific sense of humor. It is a privilege to have 
her as a mentor. In addition to her many professional 
commitments, she is also devoted to her husband and 
children – she’s a great mom! I am constantly amazed 
at how much she can do.” — Katherine Wild

“She engenders respect because she is so good at what 
she does. She takes her work and her responsibilities 
seriously, but yet she is still able to laugh at herself. 
Despite her hectic schedule, she routinely takes the time 
to mentor others. Kathleen is a tremendous asset to the 
legal profession and I am grateful for the opportunity to 
work with her.” — Jennifer Noah & Melissa Zittel

Although she now has the reputation of being 
tough in the courtroom, Kathleen struggled with is-
sues that face young female attorneys trying to make 
their way in a traditionally male-dominated profes-
sion. Even as a young associate, Kathleen often stood 
opposite some of the greatest trial lawyers and judges 
– sometimes as the only woman in the room. Though 
she admits to having felt overwhelmed at times, 
Kathleen credits her mentor, Carmen Tarantino, with 
the advice that has stuck with her: to be relentless on 
behalf of her client because, “In the end, they will 
respect you more.” 

While nowhere near the end, there is no question 
that Kathleen has earned the utmost respect from the 
bench and bar – and has given back even more.

— Jennifer Scharf

denMan aWard continued

The YWCA offers the Offender Accountability Pro-
gram (OAP), a 26 week program which seeks to educate 
male abusers about the impact of domestic violence. 
Most participants are mandated by the court system or 
by the Department of Social 
Services Child Protection 
Department, although the 
YWCA will accept voluntary 
participants. OAP has been 
a very effective program and 
is in extremely high demand 
which exceeds its current 
capacity. Participants pay a fee 
for this program and all profits 
are used to provide services to 
victims and survivors of do-
mestic violence and to promote 
awareness and educate people 
about domestic violence.

The YWCA understands the exceptional 
perspective of female abusers and approaches their 
issues through the Women As Defendants program, 
a 13 week psycho-educational program covering all 
aspects of domestic violence. 

The YWCA’s Carrel House offers a two-unit tran-
sitional home (for up to 12 months) for women and 
children who are homeless due to fleeing a domestic 
violence situation. The goal of Carrel House is to as-

sist women and children who 
are homeless due to domestic 
violence by providing a safe 
environment in which they 
can obtain knowledge and 
skills that will enable them 
to understand their situation 
and empower them to lead 
successful lives.

The YWCA provides oth-
er services such as a summer 
camp and a day pre-school 
with a capacity of 10 to 20 
children on a continually 
f luctuating basis. In order to 

provide critical services and programs to the commu-
nity, the YWCA of the Tonawandas relies on public 
and private financial support and continues to face 
the budgetary challenges of decreased funding and 
diminishing grant opportunities. — Sakina Riddell

yWca continued

YWCA Gymnasium
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annual neW year’s Party rocks on

On Thursday, June 26, 2008 WBASNY held its New Year’s Party at Hemmingways. Over 30 members at-
tended this event to kick off WBASNY’s 2008-2009 membership year. We welcomed incoming President  

Marybeth Priore and said thank you for a wonderful year to Immediate Past President Kelly Philips. Those 
in attendance enjoyed exceptional food and drink served by Hemmingways. The party continued late into the 
night with live music by the Stone Hearts. Our special thanks to event sponsor Settlement Professionals of Buf-
falo, as well as Zoom Copy for donating copying. — Melissa Foti

Immediate Past President Kelly Philips, President Marybeth Priore 
and Member Hon. Lenora Foote-Beavers

Members Sarah Feor and Erica Rocco

Members Melissa Burke and Elizabeth Kraengal  Past President, Joy Trotter, Member Judy Hernandez, and Past President, Ginger Schroeder

Members Anne Rutland, 
Joseph Ippolito and 
Mary Lou Hayden
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STATE SUPREME COURT CANDIDATES

ANNE E. ADAMS was not rated.

 TRACEY A. BANNISTER Highly Qualified 
 Very Good  Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Excellent Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought

 HON. RICHARD C. KLOCH, SR. Outstanding
 Excellent Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Excellent Judicial Temperament
 Excellent Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Excellent Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 
 HON. JOHN A. MICHALEK Outstanding 
 Very Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Excellent Judicial Temperament
 Excellent Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Excellent Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought

 CATHERINE NUgENT Qualified
 Very Good  Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought

ERIE COUNTY COURT CANDIDATES

 HON. MICHAEL A. PIETRUSzKA Outstanding

 Excellent Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Excellent Judicial Temperament
 Excellent Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Excellent Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought

Wny chaPter of Wbasny 2008 Judicial ratings
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BUFFALO CITY COURT CANDIDATES

 HON. JAMES A.W. MCLEOD Highly Qualified
 Very Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Good Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought

ERIE COUNTY FAMILY COURT CANDIDATES

 MICHAEL FEELEY Qualified
 Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Fair Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought

 BARBARA NUCHERENO Highly Qualified
 Excellent Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Excellent Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 

 HON. E. JEANNETTE OgDEN Outstanding
 Excellent Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Excellent Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Excellent Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 

 HON. LISA BLOCH RODWIN Outstanding
 Excellent Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Excellent Judicial Temperament
 Excellent Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought

Wny chaPter of Wbasny 2008 Judicial ratings
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RequiRements foR ARticle submission
Submissions for the next WBASNY-WNY newsletter must 

be received by Friday, October 17, 2008 at 5:00pm. Submis-
sion must include author’s name and telephone number.

Electronic submissions (Microsoft Word docu-
ments [.doc]) are preferred and should be no longer 
than 600 words.

If you have any questions or comments, need addition-
al information, or wish to submit items for publication, 
please contact:

Monica Wallace
E-mail: monica_wallace@nywd.uscourts.gov
Phone: 716.332-7813

Note: Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of the author and do 
not reflect the opinions of WBASNY, the Western New York Chapter, the Officers 
and Directors, or the editor.

Wbasny PrograM calendar
DATE PROGRAM LOCATION TIME CONTACT

Sept. 11

Bash to Honor the 8th 
Judicial District (co-
sponsored with Forge 
Consulting LLC)

Dug’s Dive on the Waterfront 4:30 p.m.
Marybeth Priore
mpriore@colucci-gallaher.com

Sept. 24
Annual Installation 
Dinner and Awards 
Ceremony

Asbury Hall
341 Delaware Ave.

5:30 p.m.
Natalie Grigg 
grigg@ruppbaase.com

Oct. 5

JALBCA: American 
Cancer Society Making 
Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk

Buffalo City Hall TBA
Melissa Nickson
Melissa_Nickson@yahoo.com

Oct. 7
Informal Networking 
Dinner

O’Connell’s American Bistro
981 Kenmore Ave.

6:00 p.m.
Kathleen Garvey
wbasnyevents@yahoo.com

Oct. 16
Legally Blonde: 
The Musical
with the Women Lawyers

Shea’s Theatre
646 Main Street

7:30 p.m.
Bridget O’Connell
boconnell@lglaw.com

Oct. 23
Women in the Law Part I:
Negotiating Your Way to 
the Top

Buffalo Convention Center Noon
Molly Mallia
mmallia@damonmorey.com

save the date!
WBASNY CONVENTION 2009

JuNE 4 – 7, 2009

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAkE

The 2009 Convention will 
be held at The Vintage Inns, 
located in the heart of Niagara-
on-the-Lake.  Stay tuned for 
more details regarding registra-
tion information and events.
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On July 17, 2008, WBASNY collaborated with 
the Bar Association of Erie County to present a 

successful CLE entitled Effective Lawyering Part II: 
Addressing Depression and Anxiety’s Disproportion-
ate Impact on Women.  The seminar provided a clini-
cal overview of what depression is – and importantly, 
what it is not.  Presenter Kathryn Regan Eskew, MS, 
Chairperson and Associate Professor of the Human 
Services Department at Hilbert College, emphasized 
that while everyone gets “the blues,” “the blues is not 
what we’re talking about.”  

Depression affects daily life and interferes with 
functioning.  In his moving and informative presenta-
tion, attorney Dan Lukasik of Cantor, Lukasik, Dolce 
& Panepinto, P.C., and founder of LawyersWithDe-
pression.com, described how to him, depression felt like 
cement running through his veins.  Janet McGlone, an 
attorney and client advocate with the Mental Health 

Association of Erie County, Inc., also candidly shared 
her personal experiences with depression, describing 
the efforts to which she would go to avoid reality while 
experiencing bouts of depression.

Depression has a variety of causes, including 
genetic, biological, chemical, hormonal, environmen-
tal, psychological and social factors.  Environmental 
and psycho-social factors can include stress, addi-
tional work and home responsibilities, and caring 
for children and aging parents, among other things.  
Research suggests that women respond differently 
than men to these types of events, making them more 
prone to depression.  In addition, research suggests 
that women respond to stress in a way that prolongs 
their feelings of stress longer than men’s, thereby in-
creasing their risk for depression.  It remains unclear, 
however, why some women develop depression when 
faced with great challenges and others do not. 

The high attendance rate at this event, as well as 
the large attendance at the companion CLE present-
ed this past April, underscore the need to continue 
to address this issue in our legal community.  Many 
thanks to the presenters at this seminar, as well as to 
Mary Kohlbacher of the BAEC, who was instrumen-
tal in organizing this important event.  As always, 
for confidential assistance and information, do not 
hesitate to contact the Erie County Bar Foundation 
(852-1777) or the New York State Bar Association’s 
Lawyer Assistance Program (1-800-255-0569).    

— Elizabeth Harned

attorneys turn attention to dePression’s disProPortionate iMPact on WoMen

Mariano naMed toP federal Public defender 

Congratulations to WBASNY member Marianne Mariano on her recent appointment to the position of 
Federal Public Defender for the Western District of New York. In February, 2008, Mariano was named 

successor to Joseph B. Mistrett, who retired from the position in December 200. As Federal Public Defender, 
Mariano now heads up the eleven attorney office that represents indigent defendants accused of federal 
crimes in Buffalo and Rochester. The office receives about 1,000 new cases each year. 

Mariano is the fist woman to hold the Federal Public Defender position in the Western District and has 
served as an assistant federal public defender for 13 years. During that time, she has defended numerous 
high-profile defendants, including one of the members of the so-called “Lackawana 6.” Mariano has also 
served as Special Counsel to the United States Sentencing Commission and as an attorney for the Office of 
Defenders Services of the Administrative Office of the United States Courts. — Monica Wallace
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Women’s Bar association
of the state of neW York
Western neW york chaPter
P.O. Box 1012
Niagara Square Station
Buffalo, NY 14201-1012

BOOKMARK US AT:
www.wnychapter-wbasny.org
Find out more about our chapter events and
programs.  Send us your news!  All submissions for 
a posting on our site, should be e-mailed to our Web 
Chair at:  website@wnychapter-wbasny.org

Remember to send in your 
membership dues for 2008-09!


