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Dear Members,
It is with enthusiasm, great anticipa-

tion, and honor that I begin my year 
as President of the Western New York 
Chapter of WBASNY. When I ref lect 
on the 25 women who preceded me 
in this role, I am proud to follow 
in their footsteps, as difficult as it 
may be to fill them.  I would like 
to acknowledge these dynamic, 
energetic women who have contin-
ued to build and strengthen our 
Chapter with their inspiring lead-
ership capabilities. Over the past 
26 years, these women have 
built a successful organiza-
tion and continue to live 
the mission of WBASNY. 
I am fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to 
serve under many of these 
successful women and 
to have come to known 
through this organization. 
Many have mentored me 
and guided me through the 
years, and for that, I extend my 

heartfelt appreciation.
This Chapter has prospered due 

to the leadership of these fine women. 
Among them is our Immediate Past 

President, Natalie Grigg. I had the good 
fortune to meet Natalie through my first 

job out of Law School. Natalie and I worked 
together as the only two female attorneys in 

a small litigation firm. She encouraged me to 
get involved with WBASNY and was a great 

colleague and friend. Natalie and I also served as 
chairs to the Young Lawyers Committee of the Erie 

County Bar Association. One thing I learned about 
Natalie early on, and experienced first hand serving 

under her this part year, was that Natalie possesses all 
the attributes of an outstanding leader. She has a dynamic 

personality, a strong work ethic and is dedicated to our mission. 
I am honored to be following in her footsteps.  
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Although there are many, the most 
important goal I have this year is to focus 
on WBASNY’s mission. I plan to con-
tinue to promote the Chapter as a strong 
voice on issues affecting women in our 
area and across the State, and I ask that 
you join me in this endeavor. It is up to 
me, as your Chapter President, to inspire 
you as members to attend our events, 
spread the word and continue to promote 
our mission. My goal is to inspire you to 
help us grow and promote the mission 
with me. Because, when you, as mem-
bers, are inspired to promote the mission, 
this organization grows together. I want 
you all to recruit your colleagues and 

With your help, we 

can reach new 

levels and accomplish 

more than ever before.

President’s Message

One of Natalie’s main goals was to 
increase our Chapter’s membership. By 
the end of her term, our Chapter had 330 
members, the most in Chapter history! I 
intend to continue Natalie’s innovations 
in marketing and public relations with 
a goal of 350 members by January 31, 
2011. In reaching this goal, we will be 
rewarded with another delegate at the 
State level, which will further strengthen 
the Western New York Chapter. Please 
help us reach this goal by sending in your 
membership invoice today!

“President’s Message” 
Continued on Page two
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RequiRements foR ARticle submission

Submissions for the next WBASNY-WNY newsletter must be 
received by Friday, October 15, 2010 at 5:00pm. Submission 
must include author’s name and telephone number.

Electronic submissions (Microsoft Word) are 
preferred and should be no longer than 600 words. 
Photographs should not be embedded in the Word 
document – they should be attached separately.

If you have any questions or comments, need informa-
tion, or wish to submit items for publication, please contact:

Tammy Riddle
E-mail: triddle@hoganwillig.com

note: any opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of the 
author and do not reflect the opinions of WBasnY, the Western new 
York chapter, the officers and directors, or the editor.

friends of the legal community to become a member 
of WBASNY to see exactly what we have to offer. I 
will meet this goal by continuing with the WBASNY 
tradition of interesting, relevant, fun, educational and 
low-cost programs. 

We started the year right with our New Year’s party at 
Encore. Thank you to Elizabeth Kraengel for planning 
this spectacular event. A great time was had by all and I 
thank everyone that came to honor Natalie and welcome 
me. This year, we also had a cocktail hour for the Past 
Presidents and the current Board of Directors, an event 
that I hope becomes the tradition. The reception was held 
at the Wine Thief and was a huge success. The Board of 
Directors had the opportunity to meet and mingle with 
Past Presidents to discuss the future goals of this Chapter. 
I thank each and every one of you who came out to make 
this event a success. We have also had an event “The 
Great Divorce,” held at the Buffalo and Erie County 
Historical Society. Thanks to the generous sponsorship 
of Adrienne Rothstein Grace, CFP, CDFA, this event 
was free to our members. Unfortunately, I was unable 
to attend this event, but heard that we had a spectacular 
turnout. Thank you, Elizabeth Kraengel, for planning 
this event and thank you to all who attended.

Our upcoming itinerary includes the Women in the 
Law Series with programs dealing with successful inter-
view techniques for young women and tools to negotiate 
a competitive salary and raise. We plan on two CLEs on 
topics including women lawyers in the social media and 
ethical challenges facing female judges. Other great pro-
grams include a panel of Judges discussing their experi-
ences as they worked their way up to the bench and a 
program for the UB Law students to discuss quality of 
life issues including the impact of marriage and children 
on women’s careers.  This event will be co-sponsored 
with the Minority Bar Association.  Of course, we will 
continue with our Chamber Chat and have a number 
of social events including Informal Networking dinners, 
Winter and Spring Happy Hours, our Fall Mentoring 
Program and the reception for the newly admitted attor-
neys in the Spring. There is also our annual Installation 
Dinner and awards ceremony held in September.

WBASNY has also completed its judicial screening at 
the local level for Supreme and County Courts. We will 
continue to comment on relevant legislation and act on 
issues affecting our mission across the State.

As you can see, this year is off to a spectacular start 
with the support of a fabulous Board of Directors and 
Committee Chairs, many of whom I have had the plea-
sure of working with for several years now, so I am con-
fident that this is will be another wonderful year. The 
Board of Directors and Committee Chairs continues to 
meet, write articles and plan events for the upcoming 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONT’D)
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year so that we can provide our members with quality programs. 
Thank you, ladies!! I would also like to extend my sincere appre-
ciation to Tammy Riddle who has been diligently working to 
plan the Installation Dinner in September. Not being that far 
removed from planning last year’s dinner, I know first-hand how 
much time and effort it entails, so thank you, Tammy, for your 
hard work! We are looking forward to a spectacular evening! 

I would also like to extend a sincere thank you to our many 
sponsors who support us throughout the year. Thank you 
to Trinity Title & Abstract Corporation and Every Women 
Opportunity Center for your continued support. 

I would like to thank all of you who have renewed your mem-
berships for the 2010/2011 year. As we continue to keep our 
members happy, and attract new members, our organization 
grows and so does the power to promote our mission and affect 
meaningful change on the issues that concern our members. As 
a reminder, our membership year runs from June 1, 2010 to May 

31, 2011. We are halfway through the year and my goal is to 
continue to keep our members happy and attract new members.  

With your help, we can reach new levels and accomplish more 
than ever before. With that said, I would like to hear from you 
regarding what programs you would like to see, what issues you 
think we should focus on and how we can attract and keep new 
members. I am open to any and all suggestions and I invite you 
to call me at 716-853-3801, or email me at MAFoti@kslnlaw.com. 

It is you, our members, who make this organization work. 
With your help, and with the help of my wonderful Board of 
Directors, we can continue to make a difference in this commu-
nity. I truly look forward to serving as your President and thank 
you for your continued support. I hope to see you at all of our 
upcoming events.

Kind Regards,
Melissa Foti

2010-2011 NEW YEAR’S PARTY 
AND MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

On June 17, 2010, WBASNY WNY Chapter members 
old and new gathered to kick-off the fiscal year, which 

runs from June 1, 2010 to May 31, 2011, on the patio at 
Encore Restaurant in Buffalo.  We look forward to a happy, 
healthy and membership-record-breaking 2011!  

If you missed the party, you can join or renew on our 
website: www.wnychapter-wbasny.org 

– elizabeth Kraengel, esq.

Top: Past Presidents Karen Richardson and Marybeth Priore with Local Director Peg Murphy.
Left top: Catherine Nugent, Esq., Past President Hilary Banker, and Mary Lou Hayden, Esq.
Left lower: State Director Bridget O’Connell and Past President Hilary Banker.
Above: Thomas Palmer, Deanne Tripi, Judge John O’Donnell, Maura O’Donnell-Corbett,  

Judge Craig Hanna and guest, and President Melissa Foti.
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2010 INSTALLATION DINNER PREVIEW

On September 23, 2010, WBASNY will hold its 26th Annual Installation Dinner 
and Awards Ceremony at Shea’s Performing Arts Center located at 646 Main 

Street, Buffalo, New York.  The cocktail reception starts at 5:30 p.m. with dinner to 
follow.  Melissa Foti, Esq. will be installed as the Chapter’s 26th President.  

Each year at our Annual Installation Dinner we also honor our members who con-
tinually devote their time and effort to our local Chapter.  This year we are proud to 
announce that we will be presenting the M. Dolores Denman Lady Justice Award to 
Sheri L. Mooney, Esq.  Sheri L. Mooney is a Partner in the Litigation Department 
with the law firm Damon Morey.  Ms. Mooney is also a Past President of our Chapter.

The President’s Award will be presented to the Honorable Lisa Bloch Rodwin, who 
is an Erie County Family Court Judge.  Prior to becoming a member of the judiciary, 
Judge Rodwin was the Chief of the Erie County District Attorney’s Domestic Violence 
Bureau and served as a prosecutor for over twenty years.

For more information about the dinner, please contact Tammy L. Riddle at 636-7600.
– Tammy L. Riddle, esq.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

After years of effort by WBASNY 
members, no-fault divorce 

legislation has now been enacted. 
On August 14, Governor Paterson 
signed into law a bill to add a 
no-fault provision to the current 
Domestic Relations Law. New York 
joins all other 49 states in enacting 
no-fault divorce.

elizabeth harned, esq.

Every time we open the paper, it seems that the members and 
supporters of the Western New York Chapter of the Women’s 

Bar Association of the State of New York are achieving great 
success in the legal profession. The Honorable John  A. Michalek 
is certainly no exception. Today, the Western New York Chapter 
of Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York would like 
to honor its long time member and supporter, Justice John A. 
Michalek, in his recent appointment as the Presiding Justice for 
the 8th Judicial District Commercial Division. 

Justice Michalek resides in Lakeview, New York, with his wife 
Patricia (“Patti”) and his sons John Conor and Colin.  Patti is 
presently Curriculum Coordinator at St. Mary’s School for the 
Deaf.  Justice Michalek’s son John Conor is a junior at Boston 
College and has recently returned from a semester in China.  
Colin is a junior at St. Francis High School.  In the past many 
years, his Honor has sat on both the ECC and St. Francis High 
School Boards of Trustees and, until recently, for many years, he 
has coached grammar school basketball.

Effective January 1, 2010, Justice Michalek became the 
Presiding Justice for the 8th Judicial District Commercial 
Division, succeeding Hon. John M. Curran who served from 
2007 through 2009. Justice Michalek is a graduate of Canisius 
Collage and the University of Albany Law School (Union 
College). He was first elected to the Supreme Court in 1994 and 
re-elected in November, 2009. Justice Michalek was appointed 
to the Commercial Division by Administrative Judge of the 
Eighth Judicial District, Paula L. Feroleto. Feroletto, also a long 
time member of our Chapter, was featured in our recent Chapter 
Newsletter after she became only the second woman to take con-
trol of the Buffalo-based Eighth Judicial District.

The Commercial Division serves as a vehicle for resolution 

of complicated commercial disputes. Successful resolution of 
these disputes requires particular expertise across the broad 
and complex expanse of commercial law. The caseload of the 
Division is particularly demanding, requiring of the court 
scholarship in commercial law, experience in the management 
of complex cases, and a wealth of energy. The appointment 
therefore speaks volumes about Justice Michalek’s credentials 
as a judge. Recently, the Commercial Division began taking 
commercial cases from all counties in the Eighth Judicial 
District.  Justice Curran is still handling some commercial 
cases, along with Justice Michalek.  The Commercial Part 
continues to be very busy, according to Anne S. Rutland, Esq., 
the Court Attorney for the Commercial Part, and also a long 
time member of our Chapter.

Justice Michalek not only supports the Women’s Bar 
Association, but he supports and recognizes the success of 
women professionals, including his own staff.  His confidential 
Law Clerk, Lynn A. Clarke, Esq., describes Justice Michalek as 
a great person to work for, and very enlightened with respect to 
women. Clarke also noted that Justice Michalek is proud of his 
membership in the Women’s Bar Association.  Indeed, Justice 
Michalek regularly frequents the Annual Installation Dinner 
for our Chapter, and has always participated in the Chapter’s 
judicial rating process during years where he was up for election. 
Most recently, in 2008, Justice Michalek was rated “outstand-
ing” overall as a candidate for Supreme Court Judge, and was 
rated “very good” in the category of “sensitivity to community 
and women’s issues.”

On behalf of our WNY Chapter, are honored to have our 
member, Justice John A. Michalek assume the role of Presiding 
Justice of the Commercial Part for the Eighth Judicial District. 

MEMBER PROFILE: THE HONORABLE JOHN A. MICHALEK  
ASSUMES COMMERCIAL DIVISION OF THE 8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
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WBASNY BOWLS FOR 
LAWYERS FOR LEARNING
WBASNY WNY sponsored two teams 

at the annual Lawyer’s for Learning 
Bowling Tournament.  Kegler, Liz Kraengel, 
this year’s WBASNY team leader, was joined 
by President Melissa Foti, Directors Anne 
Joynt and Bridget O’Connell, Secretary Lisa 
Primerano and members Diane Pietraszewski, 
Craig Small, Lindsay Swensen, Tei Bui and 
Erin Sylvester. The group showed great 
enthusiasm, and made a splash with their 
bright green “Women with Balls” t-shirts.  
WBASNY is proud to take part in a great 
event for such a worthy cause! 

– Bridget M. o’connell, esq.

MEMBER AMANDA WARNER HONORED AT 
WBASNY CONVENTION 2010

On May 21-23, 2010, WBASNY held its annual convention, “Women, 
Wellness and Wisdom,” at Honor’s Haven Spa & Resort in the Catskills. 

Though the convention included numerous CLE programs and activities 
such as golfing, cooking classes, guided nature hikes, and wellness classes, 
by far the highlight for our chapter was the Friday evening awards dinner. 

Western New York Chapter member Amanda M. Warner was presented 
with the Doris S. Hoffman Outstanding New Lawyer Award. Ms. Warner 
is the Eighth Judicial District’s Pro Bono Coordinator, a staff attorney posi-
tion at the Bar Association of Erie County’s Volunteer Lawyers Project. Ms. 
Warner focuses on recruiting and supporting volunteer attorneys in each of 
the eight counties in our district. A 2005 graduate of University at Buffalo 
School of Law, Ms. Warner serves as a Local Director for our Western 
New York Chapter. Present at convention and the awards dinner were fel-
low Western New York Chapter members Holly Baum, Karen Richardson, 
Meghan Brown and Betsy Harned. Ms. Warner delivered a gracious and 
inspiring speech in accepting her award. Congratulations to her from the 
whole Western New York Chapter for a well-deserved honor!

– elizabeth harned, esq.

Local Director Amanda M. Warner, award recipient of the 
Doris S. Hoffman Outstanding New Lawyer Award.

Top left: Secretary Lisa Primerano and Local director 
Elizabeth A. Kraengel.

Top right: State director Bridget O’Connell,  
President Meliss Foti, and member Craig Small.

Lower left: Local director Anne Joynt and member  
Erin Sylvester.

Lower right: WBASNY members proudly wore their 
team t-shirts.
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On September 23, 2010, at our annual 
installation dinner, Past President 

Sheri L. Mooney with receive the Chapter’s 
prestigious Hon. M. Dolores Denman 
Award for Lifetime Achievement. The 
award is named after the late Honorable 
M. Dolores Denman, the first woman to 
serve as Presiding Judge in the Appellate 
Division of New York State Supreme 
Court. It recognizes significant contri-
butions and dedication to the work of 
WBASNY on the state and Chapter lev-
els. Anyone who has had the pleasure to 
know Sheri professionally or personally 
can attest to her unending passion for and 
dedication to the mission of WBASNY 
and the promotion of its members. This 
Award recognizes Sheri’s continued com-
mitment to this organization since joining 
as a law student in 1993. 

I recently sat down with Sheri to ask her a 
few questions about her favorite WBASNY 
memories, what obstacles women practi-
tioners continue to face, and how she has 
managed to accumulate such an impressive 
shoe and handbag collection.

So many of our members know you 
already. In fact, many of them would 
say you are the reason they became 
involved with WBASNY in the first 
place. Let’s talk about some things 
not everyone may know about you.

Favorite ice cream?
That’s an easy one. Peppermint from 

Jenny’s in Williamsville.
Favorite lipstick?
Golden Gloss by Yves Saint Laurent, 

I probably have three in my purse this 
instant. I found it on a WBASNY trip to 
Lord & Taylor in Manhattan where we also 
got a referral to a great Mexican after hours 
club… but that’s another story entirely!

Heels, sneakers, or flats?
Heels. Always heels.
You do have quite an impressive 

shoe collection. Do you have a favor-
ite pair?

No, I cannot play favorites, or I would 
stop shopping.

Favorite store for shoe shopping?
Nordstroms in Chicago on the 

Magnificent Mile. 
What is your favorite vacation spot?
I think my most favorite vacations were 

in the Caribbean. Sand, sun, gambling, 
no duty, what else can a woman ask for?! 
Oh, great local beers, too. Wailea in 
Maui is a close second but the 10-hour 
f lights from New Jersey are a killer. 

Favorite food?
Seafood tower at the Western Door 

in the Seneca Niagara Casino. Ask for 
Table 8.

What do you consider your proud-
est achievement?

I am most proud of having a baby and 
being named Partner at my firm on the 
same day. Life balance changed for me 
personally and professionally in the same 

24-hour period.
What would you consid-

er one of the most impor-
tant lessons for young 
women?

I think that no matter what 
life or career path our young-
er female attorneys choose, 
self sufficiency is key, and the 
most important life lesson for 
every age and income brack-
et. Independence is integral 
to self sufficiency.

What do you consider 
to be your most satisfying 
professional moment?

There are many but win-
ning a trial and being 8-1/2 
months pregnant might be 
the most memorable. By the 

way, I do not recommend this course of 
action to anyone.

Best memory from your time on the 
WBASNY Board of Directors?

I have so, so many. One of my best mem-
ories was the Reception for Judge Sharon 
Townsend the year I was President. She 
had faced some undeserved commen-
tary for her new role as Administrative 
Judge here in the 8th Judicial District. 
We, at WBASNY, were so proud of her 
achievement and the after party is the 
best kept secret in WBASNY History. 
True to form, she continued to make us 
proud. Launching the Women in the Law 
series was a programmatic effort that I 
supported heavily and seeing it continue 
today evidences our commitment to mis-
sion. Best moment in time was being 
asked to introduce WBASNY President 
Hilary Banker at her Installation Dinner. 
I was so proud for our Chapter that night. 
Other favorite memories include: Cross-
dressing transvestite waitresses with 
Gayle, New Paltz Convention locals with 
Melissa, a MEGA tab in Manhattan with 
Ginger, an underground Soho after hours 
place with Deborah, secret beer delivery 
with Melinda at Leadership Training 
and dressing Lisa Mueller for the night at 
the W. Not sure how work got done!

You accomplished so much during 
your time on the WBASNY Board 
and as President, what would you 
like to be remembered for most?

15 QUESTIONS 
WITH DENMAN AWARD WINNER 
SHERI MOONEY
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Promoting pay equity in the profes-
sion and enhancing our Chapter’s image 
locally. That year our Board worked very 
hard to develop a stronger presence and 
to strengthen our relationships with other 
key women’s and professional organiza-
tions, EWOC, YWCA, BAEC, MBA, 
TAP Fund, to name a few. I was very 
proud of what we accomplished at the 
State that year and that was also due in 
large part to a fantastic State President, 
Joan McNichol and the tireless work 
of our then statewide Vice President, 
Ginger Schroder. They were key compo-
nents in our success at that level. 

What do you believe remains the 
biggest challenge for female practi-
tioners?

I truly believe that our greatest chal-
lenge is keeping women in the legal 

profession. I attribute the loss of female 
practitioners to the significant difficulties 
posed for women in building and main-
taining a practice in a traditionally male 
dominated arena. We have some wonder-
ful examples of women at the top, but it 
still seems that the exception proves the 
rule. If we cannot get women to the top, 
women will continue to leave.

What can and should we be doing 
to overcome this?

Women are the caretakers of the world, 
whether it is children or other fam-
ily responsibilities. We need to be more 
receptive to these societal pressures and 
assist women in returning to the work-
force when they choose to take on other 
valuable work outside the workplace. We 
need to refer women business because that 
is how they succeed, firm size does not 

matter. One of the most important things 
that female practitioners can do is support 
each other by complimenting each other’s 
work and dedication. Be a mentor, lead by 
example, do everything you can to pull 
other women up and to compliment the 
women that are trying to get to the top. 
We need a gender lens at every level. 

Any rainmaking/networking tips?
Be authentic and be available. Your 

peers will admire you, your clients will 
recommend you and you will sleep like a 
baby (unless you have one!). Take a rain-
making lecture from Ginger Schroder, 
ask a member out to lunch or for coffee, 
go to the Informal Networking dinners 
and let people know about your successes. 
We have so many members that love to 
refer business to our members. Let them 
know who you are and what you do.

WINE THIEF RECEPTION

The Wine Thief was the setting for a 
special cocktail reception held for the 

Past presidents and Board of Directors of 
the WNY Chapter of WBASNY. This was 
a unique opportunity for the current Board 
of Directors to reconnect and meet the Past 
Presidents who have built this organiza-
tion throughout the years. It was a special 
event and great to see faces from the past, 
and faces of this organization’s future come 
together and brainstorm ideas to keep this 
Chapter growing. A fine time was had by 
all, and thank you to those attended this 
wonderful event. I hope that this becomes a 
tradition for years to come.

– Melissa Foti, esq.

Above left: President Elect Tammy Riddle with Past President Marybeth Priore.
Above right: Past President Carol Condon, State Director Molly Mallia, Past President Sheri Mooney, 

Treasurer Sarah Ranni, Local Director Anne Joynt.
Bottom left: Past President Joy Trotter, Secretary Lisa Primerano, and Past President Holly Baum.
Bottom middle: Past Presidents Karen Richardson and Lisa Mueller.
Bottom right: Past President Ginger Schroder and President Melissa Foti.
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The President’s Award recognizes a 
distinguished individual whose lead-

ership serves as a role model for others, 
and whose ideals and accomplishments 
ref lect a commitment to the goals con-
sistent with the mission of WBASNY, 
including the promotion of the status of 
women in society and in the legal profes-
sion, and the fair and equal administra-
tion of justice.

At WBASNY’s Annual Installation 
Dinner and Awards Ceremony, which 
will be held on September 23, 2010 at 
Shea’s Performing Arts Center, the Hon. 
Lisa Bloch Rodwin will be presented 
with the President’s Award.

Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin has been an 
Erie County Family Court Judge since 
her appointment and election in 2008.  
She hears matters concerning abuse, 
neglect, juvenile justice, custody and fam-
ily offenses.  Prior to this appointment, 
Judge Bloch Rodwin worked with the Erie 
County District Attorney’s Office from 
1985 to 2008, and served as Chief of the 
Domestic Violence Unit from 1995 until 
her appointment as a Family Court Judge.  

Judge Bloch Rodwin was the founder of 
New York State’s first Domestic Violence 
Bureau outside of New York City, and was 
responsible for the prosecution of over 
4,000 family violence and child abuse 
cases annually.  While at the District 
Attorney’s Office, Judge Bloch Rodwin 
developed protocols for the investigation 
and prosecution of domestic violence 
crimes for nine local police agencies 
and developed interview and investiga-
tion polices for child abuse investiga-
tions at the Child Advocacy Center in 
Buffalo.  During her tenure as Family 
Court Judge, she has become a leader in 
the effort to reduce the disproportionate 
representation of minorities involved in 
Child Protective Services cases and has 
created the first Muslim/Family Court 
Collaborative in New York State. Judge 
Bloch Rodwin has consistently sought 
opportunities for integration and collabo-
ration among the many professions called 
upon to assist those in need.

Judge Bloch Rodwin has 
worked endlessly serving domes-
tic violence awareness causes, 
and has appeared on national 
television as a domestic violence 
expert on 20/20 with Diane 
Sawyer and on three occasions on 
Oprah.  She served as a keynote 
speaker at national conferences 
on abuse in Houston, Atlanta, 
Tulsa, Orlando and Long Beach, 
and has lectured at SUNY 
Buffalo School of Law, Canisius 
College, the National College 
of District Attorneys, New York 
State Prosecutor’s Training 
Institute, and the Erie County 
Police Academy.  As a trainer, the Judge 
has developed and conducted training on 
child abuse and domestic violence laws, 
internet crimes against children, elder 
abuse, stalking and cyber-stalking.

As a volunteer, Judge Bloch Rodwin 
was the founder and first Board President 
of the Erie County Family Justice Center, 
where victims of domestic violence can 
obtain help from legal professionals, 
counselors, pastoral workers and medi-
cal providers in a single, secure loca-
tion. She is also a founder of the Alexa 
Foundation which serves child abuse and 
sexual assault survivors.  Judge Bloch 
Rodwin served as a State Director and 
Committee Chair for the New York State 
Women’s Bar Association.  In addition, 
she has been a Board Member of the 
YWCA and Child Advocacy Center.

Judge Bloch Rodwin has received 
numerous acknowledgments for her 
ongoing efforts, including the Women 
Lawyers of Western New York’s Lawyer 
of the Year Award, the Susan Still Profile 
in Courage Award from the Family 
Justice Center, the Kupferman Juvenile 
Justice Award from the Women’s Bar 
Association of the State of New York,  the 
Award for Excellence from Everywoman 
Opportunity Center, and was one of five 
lawyers selected by The Daily Record 
for the Leaders in Law Award.  Judge 
Bloch Rodwin has received numerous 

other service awards from The Buffalo 
News, Alexa Foundation, Erie County 
Coalition Against Family Violence, 
Hispanics United, New York State Crime 
Prevention Coalition and Prevention 
Focus, and Time Warner’s Western New 
York Local Hero nomination.

Judge Bloch Rodwin resides in 
Amherst with her husband Michael 
Rickert, a researcher at Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute.  She has two successful 
sons, David, who is beginning his second 
year in the School of Law at University 
of California, Irvine, and Benjamin, who 
attends Medical School at New York 
University. 

As a judge she is committed to the fair 
and equal administration of justice in her 
courtroom and for all of the families and 
litigants who come before her. 

Asked about her involvement with 
WBASNY, Judge Bloch Rodwin notes 
first the importance of the personal 
friendships she has developed through 
the organization. 

She notes the importance of the person-
al and professional support that WBASNY 
provides for its members.  She has found it 
rewarding to serve as an informal mentor 
for younger attorneys and she appreciates 
how WBASNY encourages its members 
to share their experiences in the legal field 
and their perspectives on the history of 
women in the profession.

HON. LISA BLOCH RODWIN TO RECEIVE 
WBASNY’S 2010 PRESIDENT’S AWARD



PG. 9

On May 6, 2010, the Everywoman 
Opportunity Center (EWOC) held 

its Twenty-Sixth Annual Awards Dinner 
at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens.  EWOC 
is a private, not-for-profit agency that 
has served the Western New York area 
since 1977.  Its mission is to help woman 
achieve personal and economic self suffi-
ciency.  Specifically, EWOC helps women 
enter, re-enter or move forward in the 
world of paid employment by teaching 
job search skills, assisting with career 
decisions and helping remove other out-
side barriers to career success.  EWOC 
has five permanent sites serving eight 
counties of Western New York, and con-
ducts classes and workshops at numerous 
outreach centers.  Programs offered by 
EWOC include employment retention 
services, vocational assessment, life skills 
training, one-on-one career counseling, 
employment preparation, and English 
for speakers of other languages.  EWOC 
centers provide up to date computers 
and software, a professional clothes clos-
et, and a job search library.  EWOC 
has served over 61,095 women and has 
helped over 12,500 women find employ-
ment.  Currently, EWOC offers the larg-

est Displaced Homemaker Program in 
the United States.  

At its Twenty-Sixth Annual Awards 
Dinner, EWOC honored a number of 
individuals who exemplify the purpose 
and spirit of the agency.  EWOC’s Award 
of Excellence celebrates the achievements 
of women who have been role models, 
risk takers and pathfinders for other 
women.  The 2010 Award of Excellence 
winners were Ismahan Taher-Abdallah 
and Linda Witte.  Ms. Taher-Abdallah 
has worked for Key Bank since 1995.  
In her current position as team leader/
banker officer in the Inbound Telesales 
Department she supports the profes-
sional development and advancement of 
women.  Seventy percent of the individu-
als who have been recruited, trained and 
managed by Ms. Taher-Abdallah are 
women.  Ms. Witte is the first woman 
mayor in Olean City history.  She ran a 
positive, low budget and ultimately suc-
cessful campaign, despite being told by 
many that “Olean was not ready for a 
woman mayor.”  Since taking office, Ms. 
Witte has established several committees 
designed to tackle specific problems and 
plan for the long term future of the city.  

Also at the dinner, EWOC presented 
Michal Baxter with the 2010 Elizabeth B. 
Hopkins Alumna Award which acknowl-
edges and celebrates the achievements 
of an EWOC alumna who exemplifies 
personal achievement.  Ms. Baxter came 
to EWOC in 2002 homeless, without a 
job or formal education, after recently 
leaving a domestic violence situation.  
With the help of an EWOC career coun-
selor, Ms. Baxter obtained an Associates 
Degree in Human Services followed by 
a Bachelors Degree in Social Sciences.  
She now works at the Rehab Center 
as a DSS Case Manager and just pur-
chased her first home.  In addition, 
EWOC presented its 2010 Partner in 
Self-Sufficiency Award to the Buffalo 
Public Schools’ Adult Education Division 
and its Partner in Advocacy Award to 
the Western New York Women’s Fund.  
The partnership between EWOC and 
the Adult Education Division works to 
increase the literacy levels of non-English 
speakers.  The WNY Women’s Fund has 
raised significant funds and made grants 
to community organizations that help 
women and girls become economically 
self-reliant.

WBASNY TEAM MEMBERS 
RACE FOR THE CURE
On June 12, 2010, members of WBASNY 

participated in the 10th Annual Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure. Donations that were 
raised contribute to the organization’s mission 
to end breast cancer. The race was a success 
and WBASNY was proud to take part.

– Tammy L. Riddle, esq.

President Elect Tammy Riddle, State Director Monica 
Wallace, President Melissa Foti, and Aimee Rehm.

EVERYWOMAN OPPORTUNITY CENTER ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
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The Western New York Chapter of the Women’s Bar Association 
of the State of New York announces its ratings for candidates 

for New York State Supreme Court and Erie County Court.
The Women’s Bar Association uses a four-level overall rating 

system of Outstanding, Highly Qualified, Qualified and Not 
Recommended.  The rating is based upon a personal interview 
with the candidate, evaluation of writing samples submitted by 
the candidate, and a survey of our membership as to their pro-
fessional experience with the candidate. 

As part of the overall rating, judicial candidates were rated 
Excellent, Very Good, Good and Poor in the areas of judicial 
temperament, reasoning ability and communication skills, legal 
experience and background for the position sought, and sensitiv-
ity to women’s and community issues.

STATE SUPREME COURT CANDIDATES
Hon. Debra K. benDer QualifieD 
 Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Poor Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 Good  Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Hon. betty Calvo-torres HigHly QualifieD 
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 Excellent Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues 
 Hon. DeboraH a. CHimes HigHly QualifieD
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 Very Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 HowarD b. CoHen, esQ. QualifieD
 Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 
 Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 JoHn f. Collins, esQ. QualifieD
 Fair Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 
 Fair Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Hon. Kevin m. Dillon, J.s.C. outstanDing
 Excellent Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Excellent Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 
 Very Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Hon. eugene m. faHey, J.s.C. outstanDing
 Excellent Judicial Temperament
 Excellent Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Excellent Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 
 Very Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues

 Hon. Debra l. givens QualifieD 
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 
 Very Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Hon. marK a. montour QualifieD 
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Poor Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 
 Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 CatHerine nugent-PanePinto, esQ. QualifieD
 Good Judicial Temperament
 Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 Good  Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Hon. e. Jeannette ogDen outstanDing
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Excellent Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 Excellent Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 marK C. roDgers HigHly QualifieD
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
Hon. Jeffrey f. voelKl HigHly QualifieD
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 
 Very Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
Paul b. woJtaszeK, esQ. QualifieD 
 Good Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought 
 Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues

ERIE COUNTY COURT CANDIDATES
 KennetH f. Case, esQ. HigHly QualifieD 
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 Hon. James a.w. mCleoD HigHly QualifieD
 Very Good Judicial Temperament
 Very Good Reasoning Ability & Communication Skills
 Very Good Legal Experience & Background for Position Sought
 Very Good Sensitivity to Community & Women’s Issues
 

2010 WBASNY-WNY JUDICIARY CANDIDATE RATINGS
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Muslim laws in Iran and their treatment of 
women is the theme of the recently published 

first novel of WBASNY member Nadia Shahram.  
Marriage on the Street Corners of Tehran takes the 
reader on a sometimes painful journey through the 
eyes of the main character Ateesh. A foreign journey 
it is, when viewed through the eyes of a western 
reader educated in the common law.

Provocatively written from the point of view 
which opposes the mistreatment of women under 
Islamic law, Shahram uses text cited from different 
versions of the Quran, passages from revered epic 
poems of Persia and classic Arabian literary refer-
ences to illustrate the injustice. Right from outset we 
learn about temporary marriage which is described 
through stories as a contractual agreement between 
a man and women to have sex for a limited duration 
and sum of money which both must be specified in 
the oral/written contract. Interesting enough,  the 
marital status of the men does not matter but that of 
the woman is detrimental to the validity of the marriage.         

It appears that Shahram’s agenda is much more than writing a 
novel  but to shine light on biased Islamic laws affecting women. 

The abundant characters add practical meaning to the pas-
sages, as one reads of their relationships with each other, all 
dominated by laws which seem indefensible. Some may call the 
book controversial, but it is timely and relevant. The rich story 
could be well used as a springboard for animated debate.

As the novel progresses one follows the life of Ateesh, from 
childhood through maturity. The historical references and 
classic literary works which are so important to the story are 
woven into the plot as seamlessly as a fine silk Persian carpet.  
Characters like Ateesh’s dear mother and  grandmothers bring 
the laws to life, providing practical and believable context.

Plainly stated, Ateesh’s life’s course, as well as that of her fam-
ily, is founded in deeply entrenched influences of Islamic law. 
Customs and social mores merge law and religion, illustrating 
how the misinterpretation of the Quran has been used to create 
and sustain laws subjugating women for multiple generations.

Laws pertaining to honor killings, virginity, rape, multiple 
marriages (both temporary and permanent) polygamy,  and 
divorce treat men and women disparately. Shahram intricately 
and insightfully handles these topics in her compelling prose 
about modern Iran and the ancient Persia which preceded it. 

Ateesh is portrayed initially as an innocent child who is given 
for an arranged  marriage at the age of twelve. Her betrothed 
turns out to be many years older than her with drug and gam-
bling addictions. After he brutally  rapes her  she attempts to 
get a divorce. That is when the story really begins, when the 
real rules become evident. She may not get a divorce (or be 

married for that matter) with 
out the permission of her  Baba, 
or father.  One would think that 
it is barbaric for her father not 
to consent.  But the story dem-
onstrates that it is not always 
as simple as one would think to 
know what is wrong and what 
is right about the myriad laws 
affecting women. Historically 
many laws were established to 
protect widows or other helpless 
women of villages from exploi-
tation or poverty. Many laws 
which seem favorable to men, 
such as allowing men to take 
second wives, may have begun 
due to the first wife’s infertility, 
and the societal honor which a 
man derives from having a male 

child.  The fact that these laws are now still in use in 21st century 
Iran where the original  historical contexts may no longer exist 
is one of the issues in the book that the reader is left to ponder.

The most compelling part of the story is that the characters 
are so real. This probably is on account of the fact that the 
author spent years in Iran interviewing women and girls who 
were experiencing these precise issues. Since the characters are 
real, and the reader can sympathize with them. Even her Baba 
and others who make bad choices are authentically likeable. The 
reasons, as they are unraveled, for doing what they have done 
are understandable. Practical implications of certain laws and 
customs lead the reader to understand why the practices origi-
nally began, and go on to illuminate how the practices are being 
used now in different contexts. 

Shahram’s vivid descriptions of the homes, clothing, food, 
tribal customs and art of the Iranian landscape provide a fer-
tile backdrop for the characters.  Ateesh grows immeasurably 
through her difficult journey to reconcile her life’s experiences 
with her loyalty to her family. Her fierce independence and 
inquisitiveness make her a character with such mettle that read-
ing the book is easy.  Rather than being a boring history book, it 
is really simply a novel, but not a simple novel at all.

Reviewed by: ann F. arnold, esq., 
senior attorney, eighth Judicial district

BOOK REVIEW:
MARRIAGE ON THE STREET 
CORNERS OF TEHRAN
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Women’s Bar association
of the state of neW York
WESTErn nEW YOrk ChApTEr
P.o. box 1012
niagara square station
buffalo, ny 14201-1012

BooKMaRK Us aT:
www.wnychapter-wbasny.org
Find out more about our chapter events and
programs.  Send us your news!  All submissions for 
a posting on our site, should be e-mailed to our Web 
Chair at:  website@wnychapter-wbasny.org

Remember to send in your 
membership dues for 2010-11!


