
During the September 14, 2006 
Installation Dinner held at Shanghai 
Red’s, Hilary Banker was sworn in as 
the 2006-07 President of the WNY 
Chapter. Below is an excerpt from 
her remarks as delivered after her 
installation.

Before I joined the Women’s 
Bar, I thought that its 
sole purpose was to 

fight gender bias against 
Women Lawyers.  While I 
believed that was a serious 
and worthwhile cause, I had 
never really thought about 
how my gender could affect 
me professionally.  Therefore, 
it was 2002 before I joined.  
At that time, my dear friend 
Sheri Mooney said to me: 
“You’re my best friend and I am 
President this year, you have to 
join.”  With Sheri, there is no way to 
say “no.”  So that year I joined and 
served as local director.

One of the first things I learned 
about WBASNY, is that you meet 

absolutely great people.  Some of 
the people you meet you would have 

no other way of knowing.  They are 
women and men in other practice areas, 

in the court system, at the law school, or 
in alternative careers.  Even if you would 

have encountered them in your practice, it is 
a huge benefit to get to know someone before 

you are sitting across from them at a deposition 
or at a trial. 
I then began to learn about the large number of 

events put on by the Western New York Chapter of the 
Women’s Bar.  Shortly after I joined we had two fantastic 

receptions honoring Justices Sharon Townsend and Barbara 
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Howe.  We held fun happy hours 
that seemed to attract different 
members every time and were 
great networking opportunities.  
We held events recognizing newly 
admitted attorneys and events in 
cooperation with other local legal 
organizations, further expanding 
our connections in the legal 
community.

I soon learned that the 
accomplishments of our chapter 
went beyond social occasions.  
One of our main projects every 
year is the rating of the judicial 
candidates at the City, County 
and Supreme Court level.  We do 
this from a distinct perspective, 
issuing a rating on the specific 
question of sensitivity to 
community and women’s issues.  
Candidates are rated in other 
categories by standards dictated 
by our unique mission.  I am 
strongly in favor of continuing, 
and improving, our judicial 
ratings process, as I feel it is a 
valuable service to our members. 
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I want each and 

every member to 

value and appreciate 

their membership.
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“President’s Message” 
Continued on Page two
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We put on substantive programs for our members 
that may not be applicable to every member’s 
situation, but that particularly serve our mission.  
Programs on the Family Medical Leave Act, on aging 
parents, women and depression, alternative work 
schedules, work-life balance, breast cancer awareness, 
the list goes on and on.  Our chapter mentors law 
students and newly admitted attorneys, and funds 
the M. Dolores Denman scholarship to assist parents 
with the costs of day care while studying for the Bar 
exam. Our chapter works hard to recognize members 
by nominating worthy candidates for local and 
statewide awards. 

Once I became a delegate at the State level, 
I learned even more about what the unified 
strength of the Women’s Bar can accomplish.  For 
example, at the State level, WBASNY comments 
on and lobbies for relevant legislation, dealing with 
issues such as the death penalty, no-fault divorce, 
emergency contraception, child witnesses, and human 
trafficking.  WBASNY issues ratings on the judicial 
nominees for the New York State Court of Appeals 
and the US Supreme Court.  WBASNY also submits 
amicus briefs in important cases, for example, on 
cases dealing with the issues of same sex marriage 
and custodial rights.

Finally, through my work with the Women’s Bar 
at both the Chapter and State level, I learned that 
women attorneys in our community are still facing 
significant obstacles in the profession with regard to 
wages, promotions, equal treatment, and balancing 
family obligations with their career.

I make lengthy mention of the accomplishments of 
the Women’s Bar, because it is my belief that although 
our chapter has been around for 22 years, much of the 
legal community does not know of all of the things 
WBASNY does, much as I didn’t just 5 years ago.  I 
often think not even our members are fully aware of all 
the different ways they can become involved.

One of my goals for this year is to make everyone 
in our community aware of what we do and what 
we plan to accomplish in the future.  To that end 
I encourage new attorneys to become involved in 
meaningful ways, as there are a multitude of different 
projects and committees they can participate in.  
I also want to bring back the more experienced 
practitioners, so they can help us develop the next 
generation of WBASNY, so we can continue our 
contributions to society and to the legal profession.

As I mentioned in my previous newsletter message, 
I look to you, our members and future members, 
to tell me what other programs you would like to 
see and what other issues addressed.  I want each 
and every member to value and appreciate their 
membership, and know, as I do, that our organization 
is making a significant difference in our community.

Hilary C. Banker
President, Western New York Chapter WBASNY
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BUFFalO	yaCHT	ClUB	HaPPy	HOUr

UPCOMinG	eVenTS
• WBASNY Holiday Party 
on Wednesday, December 13, 
2006 at the Buffalo Chop-
house to honor Hon. Eugene 
Pigott, Jr. for his appointment 
to the New York State Court 
of Appeals.

• Informal Networking Din-
ner on Wednesday, January 10, 
2007 at 6:00 p.m. at Viet Thai 
Restaurant, 416 Evans Street 
(Evanstown Plaza), Williams-
ville, New York.

• Informal Networking 
Dinner on Tuesday, March 
13, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. at La 
Dolce Vita Cafe & Bistro, 
1472 Hertel Avenue, Buffalo, 
New York.

Lisa Bloch Rodwin and Past President Karen Richardson.Sharon Nosenchuck, John Bair, and Monica Wallace.

MeMBerSHiP	HiGHliGHT:	lenOra	FOOTe,	eSQ.

Since becoming a member several years ago, Lenora Foote has been 
actively involved in WBASNY, playing a strong role in furthering 
the goals of our chapter.  Current WBASNY president, Hilary C. 

Banker, noted that she has always been able to count on Foote for her 
support whether it be to lend an ear or to extend a hand of support.  

Foote obtained her JD in 1997 from SUNY at Buffalo Law School.  
Foote graduated from Canisius College in 1992 as a Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Scholar and earned a BA in Political Science with a minor in 
Pre-Law Studies.

In 1998, Mayor Anthony Masiello appointed Foote as the first Save 
Our Streets Coordinator for the City of Buffalo.  The program united 
federal, state and local law enforcement agencies to tackle the problems 
associated with drug activities in urban neighborhoods. Mayor Masiello 
appointed Foote to Assistant Corporation Counsel in 2000, and in 2006, 
Mayor Byron Brown appointed her to General Counsel for the City of 
Buffalo Urban Renewal Agency.  

Effective March 23, 2006, Foote was appointed by the Hon. Sharon 
Townsend to the position of Support Magistrate for Erie County Family 
Court.  Magistrates are responsible for hearing and deciding child and 
spousal support petitions, as well as paternity cases.

Foote is the immediate past president of the Minority Bar Associa-
tion of WNY, Inc., and currently serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Minority Bar Association of WNY Foundation, Inc.  She is also a mem-
ber of the UB Law Alumni Association’s Board of Directors, the Alumni 
Board of Directors at Canisius College, and a co-chair of the Diversity 
Committee for the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York, 
WNY Chapter. She also serves on the Board of Directors for the As-
signed Counsel Program of Erie County, and Legal Services for the 
Elderly and Disabled.

Foote is a proud member of WBASNY.  She firmly believes in the 
mission and goals of the organization, and the need to protect and im-
prove the legal careers of female attorneys, as well as mentor and guide 
young women attending law school.
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annUal	inSTallaTiOn	Dinner
On September 14, 2006, the Western New York 
Chapter of WBASNY held their Annual Installation 
Dinner at Shanghai Red’s.  It was a wonderful 
evening that culminated in the induction of Hilary 
C. Banker as the Chapter’s newest President.  The 
Chapter also honored Ginger Schröder with the M. 
Dolores Denman Lady Justice Award and Denise 
O’Donnell with the President’s Award.  It was a 
wonderful evening and our Chapter is very grateful 
to all who attended.

Past President Karen Richardson and award recipient 
Ginger Schröder.

Justice John A. Michalek, Justice Patrick H. 
NeMoyer, State Director Kristen Smith, and Justice 
John F. O’Donnell.

Michelle Brown with Erie County Family Court 
Judge  Judge Bailey.

WBASNY President Elaine Avery with President 
Elect Kelly Philips and Immediate Past President 
Lisa Mueller.

2006:	BOarD	aPPrOVeD	raTinGS

JUDICIAL TEMP
REASONING & 

COMMUNICATION
LEGAL EXP &: 
BACKGROUND

SENSITIVITY TO 
COMMUNITY & 

WOMEN’S ISSUES
OVERALL

NY State Supreme Court
Tracey Bannister Excellent: 5.0 Very Good:  4.4 Very Good: 4.5 Excellent: 4.8 Highly Qualified
Hon. Timothy Drury Very Good: 4.5 Very Good: 4.0 Very Good: 4.2 Very Good: 3.9 Highly Qualified
Hon. Thomas Franczyk Excellent: 4.7 Very Good: 4.5 Very Good: 4.5 Excellent: 4.6 Highly Qualified
Hon. Timothy Walker Good: 3.2 Very Good: 4.0 Good: 3.5 Good: 3.4 Qualified
Erie County Court
Hon. Michael D’Amico Excellent: 4.7 Excellent: 4.7 Excellent: 4.7 Excellent: 4.6 Outstanding
Douglas Marky Very Good: 4.5 Good: 3.9 Good: 3.1 Very Good: 4.0 Qualified
Buffalo City Court
Christopher Duggan Good: 3.4 Very Good: 3.9 Fair: 2.7 Very Good: 3.9 Qualified
Hon. Craig Hannah Very Good: 4.4 Very Good: 3.7 Good: 3.8 Very Good: 3.8 Highly Qualified
Thomas Kubiniec Very Good: 3.8 Very Good: 3.7 Good: 3.4 Very Good: 3.8 Highly Qualified
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Lisa Mueller presents Hilary Banker with the WNY 
Chapter’s lapel pin.

RequiRements foR ARticle submission
Submissions for the next WBASNY–WNY news-

letter must be received by Wednesday, November 15, 
2006 at 5:00pm. Submission must include author’s 
name and telephone number. Electronic submis-
sions are preferred and should be no longer than 
500 words. If you have any questions or comments, 
need additional information, or wish to submit items 
for publication, please contact Tiffany M. Szymanek.

E-MAIL:

newsletter@wnychapter-wbasny.org
PHONE:

716.634.1743
Note: Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of the author and 
do not reflect the opinions of WBASNY, the Western New York Chapter, the 
Officers and Directors, or the editor.

The 2006-07 Officers and Board of Directors are installed by Erie County Court Judge Shirley Troutman.

2006 President’s Award 
recipient, Denise E. 
O’Donnell.

2006 M. Dolores Denman 
Lady Justice Award recipi-
ent, Ginger Schröder.

Local Director Melissa Foti, State Director Tammy 
Riddle and Secretary Marybeth Priore.
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Women’s Bar association
of the state of neW York
WeSTern	neW	yOrk	CHaPTer
P.O. Box 1012
Niagara Square Station
Buffalo, NY 14201-1012

BOOKMARK US AT:
www.wnychapter-wbasny.org
Find out more about our chapter events and
programs.  Send us your news!  All submissions for 
a posting on our site, should be e-mailed to our Web 
Chair at:  website@wnychapter-wbasny.org


