
T he Western New York Chapter 
of the Women’s Bar Association 
of the State of New York and the 
Bar Association of Erie County 

have teamed up to offer a seminar on 
Thursday, July 17, 2008 to address the 
disproportionate impact of depression and 
anxiety on lawyers in general and women 
in particular. 

Through seminars like these, the inci-
dence of depression among lawyers – and 
what we, as a profession, can do about it – 
is receiving more deserved 
attention everyday.  The 
disproportionate impact 
of depression and anxiety 
on women lawyers can 
also not be ignored.  Not 
only are women twice as 
likely as men to experi-
ence depression in the gen-
eral population, but among 
legal professionals in par-
ticular, women are nearly 
twice as likely to experience 
depression than their male 
counterparts (8.2% women; 

4.6% male).
Lawyers’ tendencies towards 

perfectionism and pessimism 
– in chronically high-pressure, 

deadline-oriented environments 
– are identified as reasons for the 

staggering statistics.  In any envi-
ronment, depression often goes undi-

agnosed and undetected for lengthy 
periods of time.  Symptoms of depres-

sion that may present themselves in legal 
environments can include stagnating files, 

missed deadlines, avoiding mail and telephone calls, and 
other changes in lawyers’ usual professional conduct.  
Unfortunately, lawyers frequently avoid seeking help because 

of a fear of being stigmatized.  For women lawyers, the fear may 
be compounded by pre-existing concerns of being seen as weaker or 

less competent than male colleagues.  Of course, depression and anxiety 

aff lict our clients as well; as attorneys, we 
must develop understanding and skills to 
effectively represent such clients. 

The upcoming seminar will focus on 
addressing the particular ramifications 
of depression and anxiety on ourselves, 
our fellow attorneys, and our clients.  
Informational f lyers will be distributed 
to all members in the coming weeks.  In 
the meantime, should you or someone 
you know be experiencing depression or 
anxiety, there are resources available.  For 

confidential assistance and information, 
contact the Erie County Bar Foundation 
(852-1777) or the New York State Bar 
Association’s Lawyer Assistance Program 
(1-800-255-0569).

By Elizabeth Harned
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requirements	for	Article	submission

Submissions for the next WBASNY-WNY newsletter 
must be received by Friday, August 1st, 2008 at 
5:00pm. Submission must include author’s name and 
telephone number.

Electronic submissions (Microsoft Word 
documents [.doc]) are preferred and should be 
no longer than 500 words.

If you have any questions or comments, need 
additional information, or wish to submit items for 
publication, please contact:

Monica Wallace
E-mail: newsletter@wnychapter-wbasny.org
Phone: 716.332-7813

Note: Any opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of 
the author and do not reflect the opinions of WBASNY, the West-
ern New York Chapter, the Officers and Directors, or the editor.
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member	Profile:	cheryl	A.	green

In March, County Executive 
Chris Collins appointed 
Cheryl A. Green as Erie 
County Attorney. She is the 

first appointed female county attor-
ney. Her appointment reinforces 
Collins’ promise that his adminis-
tration will place more women in 
leadership roles than ever before. 
In announcing her appointment, 
Collins cited Cheryl’s impeccable 
credentials as well as the intel-
ligence, character and energy he 
believes she will bring to the county 
attorney’s office.

An Erie County native, Cheryl 
earned her undergraduate degree in English and political sci-
ence from the University at Buffalo. After graduating from 
Cleveland Marshall School of Law, Cheryl returned to Buffalo 
and worked as staff counsel for an insurance company for a brief 
time. She then joined the firm of Lustig & Brown, where she 
eventually became partner. During her twelve years at Lustig 
& Brown, Cheryl had a national practice where she worked on 
complex litigation matters involving self insurance and profes-
sional liability and malpractice. Since the County is self-insured, 
Cheryl’s private sector experience made for a natural transition 
into her role as county attorney.

As a life-long resident of Erie County who is raising two young 
daughters here, Cheryl is eager to tackle the obstacles and chal-
lenges that her new position is sure to present. She wants to 
continue working to improve the community, in the hopes of 
encouraging talented professionals to remain in the area. She 
says that her first full-time, three and a half weeks in the position 
have been “everything [she] expected and more.” Cheryl credits 
the great staff of the county attorney’s office with making each 
day of her new job interesting, fun and exciting. 

As a member of the Women’s Bar Association, Cheryl rec-
ognizes the importance of women’s issues in Erie County. She 
hopes to serve as a leader locally for all women and plans to 
build on Collins’ promise of promoting more women from 
within the administration. She has already appointed Kristin 
Klein-Wheaton as her First Deputy County Attorney. Cheryl 
hopes that in building a brighter future for Buffalo as a whole, 
we can steadily increase the opportunities and successes of 
women locally. 

Cheryl lives in Amherst with her husband and two daughters. 
In addition to all of her professional responsibilities, Cheryl is 
a program advisor for the adaptive ski program at HoliMont. 
Through the program, disabled adults and children are taught 
to ski and snowboard. Also, she and her family volunteer their 
time with EPIC (Every Person Influences Children), where they 
host reading programs for refugee and immigrant families.    

By Molly Mallia
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Planned Parenthood of Western 
New York (PPWNY) honored 
local women’s health advocates 
who have made a difference 

in our community at a ceremony held 
on May 7, 2008 at Kleinhans Music 
Hall.  Community Volunteer Lynn 
M. Dearmyer was presented with the 
2008 William B. Hoyt Advocacy for 
Choice Award. Dearmyer is a volunteer 
and activist for Planned Parenthood of 
Western New York and a founding mem-
ber of the Western New York chapter of 
Planned Parenthood Advocates of New 
York (PPANY).  Lifelong women’s rights 
activist Betsy Diachun received the 2008 
Health Award.  

 A focus of the evening was promoting 
health and education among inner-city 

youth.  Assunta R. Ventresca, M.S.N., 
R.N., Director of Health Related Services 
for the Buffalo Public School District, 
was honored for her work coordinating 
Planned Parenthood educational train-
ings for school based nurses within the 
Buffalo Public Schools. 

 Emmy and Tony award winning actor 
Blythe Danner delivered the keynote 
address, praising Planned Parenthood 
of Western New York’s programs.  Ms. 
Danner noted that 1 in 5 teenage girls 
in the city of Buffalo is pregnant; 1 
in 8 in Niagara Falls.  She applauded 
the local chapter’s attempt to curb this 
trend through innovative programs like 
its theater program for high-schoolers.  
A group of the local youth performers 
were present.

 Planned Parenthood of Western New 
York serves more than 20,000 patients, 
with 98% of its work focused on health 
care and education.  The group also 
maintains the largest pediatric practice 
in Niagara County, providing health 
care to more than 2,800 children.

 Over 300 guests were in atten-
dance and the event raised more than 
$30,000 for the local chapter of Planned 
Parenthood.  Several local attorneys 
serve on its board.  David Brock, Esq., 
a partner at Jaeckle Fleischmann & 
Mugel, LLP, is the Vice President.

 For additional information, and to 
volunteer or make a donation, visit www.
ppwny.org.

By Jennifer Scharf

locAl	orgAnizAtion	honors	Women’s	heAlth	AdvocAtes

Margaret Toohey (Board Chair), 
Blythe Danner and Dr. Laura 
Meyers (CEO of PPWNY)
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recent	chAPter	events
cocKtAils	At	the	boAthouse

On Wednesday, April 30, 2008, WBASNY held a cock-
tail mixer with the Women’s Physicians and Attorneys Task 
Force at the newly-opened Frank Lloyd Wright Boathouse. 
Approximately 30 women lawyers and physicians gath-
ered to enjoy cocktails and hor dourves and enjoy the 
breathtaking view of Lake Erie from the Boathouse. Our 
special thanks to event sponsors Phillips Lytle LLP, United 
Healthcare, and Citi Smith Barney.

informAl	netWorKing	dinner
An informal networking dinner was held on May 13, 2008, 

at Coyote Café in Hamburg. Members gathered to network 
over tasty Mexican food and outstanding margaritas.

federAl	evidence	cle
On Friday, May 16, 2008, WBASNY, 

in collaboration with the Erie County 
Bar Association, held a three-hour CLE 
on Federal Evidence. The event drew 
over 50 attendees and was a great success. 
Speakers included: James Grable, Jr., of 
Connors & Vilardo, LLP, Jeffrey Baase, 
of Rupp, Baase, Pfalzgraf, Cunningham 
& Coppola, LLC, Kathleen Sellers, of 
Hodgson Russ LLP, Michael Roemer, 
Conf idential Law Clerk to Hon. 
Richard J. Arcara, and Andrew Moeller, 
Confidential Law Clerk to Hon. William 
M. Skretny. The event was held at 
Harry’s Harbour Place Grille and was 
followed by a cocktail reception. 

recePtion	for	neWly	Admitted	Attorneys
The WNY Chapter of WBASNY 

sponsored a reception on August 17th 
at Cabaret to welcome newly admit-
ted attorneys to the practice of law 
in Western New York. Over 30 new 
and seasoned attorneys attended the 
event to foster the collegial atmosphere 
of the Buffalo legal community. The 
party continued long into the night, 
and those in attendance can attest that 
the food and drink served by Cabaret 
was of exceptional quality. It was a 
night for the newly-admitted attorneys 
to relax and celebrate their accomplish-
ments! Our thanks to sponsors Probe 
Investigative Services, Foxy Delivery, 
Counsel Press, and Sue Ann Simonin 
Court Reporting, as well as Zoom Copy 
for donating copying.

uPcoming	events
WBASNY New Year’s Party
Thursday, June 26, 2008
at Hemmingway's
492 Pearl Street, Buffalo

Effective Lawyering Part II: Addressing 
Depression and Anxiety’s Disproportionate 
Impact on Women

 Thursday, July 17, 12-1:30 at BAEC 

Check www.wnychapter-wbasny.org for more 
upcoming WBASNY events.

WBASNY, in collaboration with the Erie 
County Bar Association, held a three-hour 
CLE on Federal Evidence
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WbAsny	diversity	committee	uPdAte

Hello WBASNY members! I am pleased to announce 
that I will be serving as Co-Chairperson of the 
WBASNY State Diversity Committee, along with 
Joanne Quinones, Esq. I am excited to serve the 

organization in this capacity, and determined to keep the WNY 
Chapter well represented on the state level.

The goals and mission of the Diversity Committee are as follows:
“To promote diversity in WBASNY membership, leadership 

and agenda, and advancing the social, economic, and legal 
status of people of diverse backgrounds. The Committee is com-
mitted to increasing diversity within the legal profession, pro-
viding information and resources to WBASNY’s local chapters 
to facilitate community based diversity programming and net-
working opportunities, and working collaboratively with other 
legal, educational, and community organizations to achieve the 
goals of the Committee.”

In accordance with the above mission statement, there are 
many initiatives and programs that I would like to help imple-
ment regarding diversity in WBASNY including the following:

1) Each of the 18 chapters of WBASNY to hold at least one 
diversity program;

2) Regular review of state legislation involving diversity issues;
3) Increase the diversity and participation of WBASNY mem-

bers in each chapter; and
4) Informational session/table regarding diversity issues at one 

of the state meetings or annual convention.
I would love to hear from any of our members regarding 

diversity issues, and get your feedback regarding events and 
programs that you would like to see developed from this 
Committee. Feel free to contact me with any ideas or sugges-
tions at lfoote@courts.state.ny.us.

As always, thank you for your continued support of WBASNY!
By Hon. Lenora B. Foote-Beavers

member	Jennifer	Persico	APPointed	
mAJority	counsel	to	county	legislAture

WBASNY member Jennifer Persico has recently 
been appointed as Majority Counsel to the Erie 
County Legislature.

After graduating from the State University of 
New York at Buffalo School of Law, Jennifer served as Assistant 
Counsel to the City of Buffalo. She subsequently founded the firm 
of Mosey Persico, LLP with her partner Acea Mosey and has con-
tinued to be a highly-respected member of the legal community.

I recently sat down with Jen to talk about her appointment. 
She showed great enthusiasm for this new position and spoke 
animatedly about its challenges. She is especially excited about 
having the opportunity to summon up the lessons from those 
long-ago civics classes!

Jen spoke graciously of the consideration and confidence 
shown by Legislative Chairperson, Lynn M. Marinelli, in hav-
ing appointed her to this position. A position which, Jen was 
kind enough to explain, can be simply described as providing 
counsel to the current Democratic majority of the Erie County 
Legislature, where she will dialogue with the legislators con-
cerning the legal impact of legislative measures and assist in 
consideration of options and actions. Ultimately, Jen believes 
this position provides her with a great opportunity to assist the 
legislature in serving their constituents and to help Western New 
York continue to realize its potential. 

When I asked Jen about her extensive history of community 
involvement, she expressed her belief in the importance of giving 
back to one’s community.  Believing that the Western New York 
Community is moving in the right direction, Jen says it is, “very 
satisfying”, to be part of the legislature where she has a chance 
to directly influence lives in the community.

By Bridget O’Connell

Justice	denmAn	
scholArshiP	AWArd

The Justice M. Dolores Denman 
Award commemorates the Hon. 
M. Dolores Denman, a member 
of the University at Buffalo Law 

School class of 1965, and the first woman to 
be named presiding justice of the New York 
State Supreme Court, Appellate Division. 
Justice Denman was a single parent while 
in law school, yet managed to graduate near 
the top of her class. This award is presented 
by the WNY Chapter of WBASNY to a 
graduating senior at UB Law School who 
is a custodial parent, with preference given 

to single parents, and is intended to offset 
the costs of daycare and other child rearing 
expenses during the bar exam study period.

This year’s recipient of the Justice M. 
Dolores Denman award is Kathleen Weber 
of Cheektowaga, New York. Kathleen’s hus-
band commutes to Rochester to work five 
days a week, leaving her care for her son 
Peter alone between the hours of 7:30 a.m. 
and 8:00 p.m. The scholarship award will 
allow Kathleen to place her son in a full-day 
child care program so that she can spend 
her weekdays exclusively studying for the 
bar exam, which in turn will allow her to be 
more available to her son in the evenings.

During law school, Kathleen was in 
the top 15% of her class and held execu-

tive board positions with the Buffalo Law 
Review, the Domestic Violence Task Force 
and the Buffalo Women’s Law Journal. One 
of Kathleen’s friends, Amy Frisch, describes 
Kathleen as a worthy recipient of the award 
“because she exemplifies a woman who is 
driven to reach her goals without compris-
ing her family values” and states that the 
award will afford Kathleen “peace of mind 
while studying [for the bar exam] knowing 
that her son is happy, healthy, and safe while 
she focuses on accomplishing her goals.”

The Justice M. Dolores Denman Award 
will be presented to Kathleen Weber on 
May 17, 2008 at the UB Law commence-
ment ceremony.

By Marybeth Priore
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Women’s Bar association
of the state of neW York
Western	neW	yorK	chAPter
P.O. Box 1012
Niagara Square Station
Buffalo, NY 14201-1012

BOOKMARK US AT:
www.wnychapter-wbasny.org
Find out more about our chapter events and
programs.  Send us your news!  All submissions for 
a posting on our site, should be e-mailed to our Web 
Chair at:  website@wnychapter-wbasny.org

Remember to send in your 
membership dues for 2007-08!


