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Dear Members,
It is hard for me to believe that I 

am already halfway through my term 
as President. Looking at what has 
been accomplished thus far, I remain 
inspired by the enthusiasm and sup-
port displayed by our membership. 
I would first like to thank everyone 
who attended our annual Installation 
Dinner and Awards Ceremony. It 
was great to see familiar faces, as 
well as new faces, come out and 
show your support for WBASNY 
and my Presidency. I would like to 
extend a special thank you to 
all of those who sponsored 
the event and helped 
make it a success. 

On the top of my 
agenda for this repot, 
I am extremely delight-
ed to announce that Past 
Chapter President, Karen 
Richardson has been 
voted as President Elect 
of WBASNY at the State 
level. Karen will be installed 

as WBASNY’s State President at this 
year’s convention to be held May 20th 

through May 22nd at the Equinox 
Resort & Spa in Manchester Village, 

Vermont. The focus of this year’s con-
vention will be on wellness. There are 

several continuing legal education classes 
offered along with scheduled events to meet 

a variety of interests. I strongly encourage you 
to attend convention and show your support 

for Karen and the Western New York Chapter. 
WBASNY will also be celebrating its 30-year 

Anniversary at the convention! You can read more 
about Karen, her role and the WBASNY conven-

tion in the following pages and on our website www.
wnychapter-wbasny.org/home.

On a related note, a special Thirtieth Anniversary Dinner 
for WBASNY was held at the Hyatt Regency in Rochester, 
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and featured the Honorable Tracey 
Bannister, the Honorable Lisa Bloch 
Rodwin, the Honorable Barbara Howe 
and the Honorable Sharon LoVallo. 
Thank you to Jessica Foscolo for plan-
ning this great event. We also held our 
annual 8 Minute Mentoring Program 
at the University of Buffalo Law School. 
Thank you to those who volunteered 
to serve as mentors and thank you to 
Amanda Warner and Liz Kraengel for 
planning this event. Both program were 
extremely well received by our members 
and clearly demonstrate the value of 
WBASNY to the professional develop-
ment of women students and attorneys. 

I am delighted to announce 

that Karen Richardson has 

been voted as President Elect of 

WBASNY at the State level.

President’s Message

New York. At the dinner, the Honorable 
Marilyn Hoffman O’Connor was present-
ed with the Betty Ellerin Mentor Award. 

Turning to our programs, your support 
and enthusiasm has shown at several of 
the programs over the recent months. 
As I reported in our first newsletter, we 
started our year out strong with some 
great programs and have continued with 
programs including a panel discussion 
of female Judges entitled “War Stories 
From the Bench”. This event was held 
at the University of Buffalo Law School 
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RequiRements foR ARticle submission

Submissions for the next WBASNY-WNY newsletter 
must be received by Tuesday, February 15, 2011 at 
5:00pm. Submission must include author’s name and 
telephone number.

Electronic submissions (Microsoft Word) are 
preferred and should be no longer than 600 words. 
Photographs should not be embedded in the Word 
document – they should be attached separately.

If you have any questions or comments, need informa-
tion, or wish to submit items for publication, please contact 
Tammy Riddle: triddle@hoganwillig.com
note: any opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of the 
author and do not reflect the opinions of WBasnY, the Western new 
York chapter, the officers and directors, or the editor.

In October, we held our annual JALCA Lunch 
( Judges and Lawyers Breast Cancer Alert), which was 
held at Chef’s restaurant. WBASNY was proud to have 
Vivian Linfield, M.D., founder of Western New York 
Breast Health Center, along with Dr. Dhiren K. Shah, 
Board Certified Radiation Oncologist, speak at the lun-
cheon. Thank you to all those who attended; and thank 
you to Jennifer Scharf and Melissa Nickson for planning 
this wonderful event. 

In November, we offered a free wine tasting event to 
our members which was held at City Wine Merchant 
on Main Street in Buffalo. We had a fantastic turnout 
for this free event. Thank you to Liz Kraengel and 
Stephanie Mack for planning this event. 

Of course, our informal networking dinners are also 
a wonderful opportunity for our members to meet each 
other and enjoy fine cuisine. If you were not able to 
attend our first one of the year, we had a progressive 
dinner starting at Cecelia’s Restaurant and finishing 
with dessert at Delish. Thank you to Natalie Grigg and 
Lisa Primerano for planning this dinner. Stay tuned for 
details on our next informal networking dinner.

By the time this newsletter goes to print, we will be 
having our first Women in the Law (WITL) series enti-
tled “Starting Your Own Practice” featuring Deanne 
Tripi, Mindy Marranca and Roseanne Moran. Thank 
you to ACR of Western New York for sponsoring this 
series of programs. 

We will, of course, have our annual holiday party. This 
year’s event will be held on December 16th at Trattoria 
Aroma on Main Street in Williamsville. Thank you to 
Counsel Press for sponsoring this event. Please come out 
and celebrate the Holiday season with us!

I am happy to report that we have a number of fan-
tastic programs lined up for the Spring and I hope they 
will appeal to a board cross-section of our membership. 
Our always well-attended party to celebrate the newly 
admitted attorneys will be held in early Spring. Stay 
tuned for further details on Part II and III Women in 
the Law series. 

So as you can see, it has been a busy year for 
WBASNY and we are not done yet. I hope to report on 
a number of new developments and events in my next 
and final President’s message. 

Lastly, for those of you that have not renewed, you 
should have received invoices by now. I renew my 
request to you all and ask that you please help us reach 
our goal by sending in your membership invoice today. 
Time is running out and you may recall that my goal 
as set forth in the original newsletter was to reach 350 
members by January 31, 2011. I have the utmost confi-
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dence that we will be able to achieve this 
goal, but in doing so, I will need your 
help. Please send in your membership 
invoice today!

It is through the participation of our 
members that we can continue to develop 
as a strong and successful organization. 
Thank you all for making our organiza-
tion a success and for your continued 
support!

Sincerely, 
Melissa Foti

EMAIL ALERT

Our chapter routinely advises 
members of upcoming events, 

job opportunities or other time 
sensitive via email. If you are not 
receiving such messages, either we 
do not have your current email 
address or your server is blocking 
our messages. If you would like to be 
included, please check if WBASNY 
messages are being blocked and/or 
send an email message to us at presi-
dent@wnychapter-wbasny.org to be 
added to our email list.

LAW OFFICE 
SPACE 

AVAILABLE
	 •	Prime	Downtown	location

	 •	Includes	Secretarial	
	 					and	Conference	areas

	 •	Ideal	for	1	or	2	attorneys		
	 					or	as	a	Satellite	location

ARRANGEMENTS 
FLEXIBLE

Carol A. Condon, Esq.
1904 Liberty Bldg.

845-5500

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
On Saturday, November 20, 

2010, WBASNY’s statewide 
Legislation Committee met in 
Albany. The Committee heard a pre-
sentation regarding New York’s rent 
regulation laws, including the Rent 
Stabilization Law. The rent regula-
tion laws will sunset on June 15, 2011 
if they are not renewed in the coming 
months. The state’s rent regulation 
laws affect certain buildings in the 
Buffalo and Albany areas, as well as 
nearly a million housing units in New 
York City and several thousand units 
in Nassau, Westchester and Rockland 
Counties. Non-renewal would dis-
proportionately impact low income 
women and their families. In addi-

tion, this housing also is occupied 
by many teachers, municipal work-
ers, hospital and other health care 
workers, and other professionals of 
whom women are a significant per-
centage. Because of the potentially 
disproportionate impact on women, 
the Legislation Committee voted 
to recommend rent regulation as 
a legislative priority for 2010-2011, 
among others. The WBASNY Board 
approved the following set of legis-
lative priorities for 2010-2011: rent 
regulation; same-sex marriage, also 
referred to as marriage equality; the 
Reproductive Health Act; funding for 
civil legal services; and review and 
recommendation on the proposed 
maintenance guidelines.

– Betsy harned, esq.

The Western New York Chapter 
is delighted to announce that 

Karen E. Richardson, our colleague 
and former president of WBASNY-
WNY, has been chosen to serve as 
President Elect of 
the Women’s Bar 
Association of the 
State of New York.  

A graduate of the 
State University of 
New York, School of 
Law, Karen is law 
clerk to the Hon. H. 
Kenneth Schroeder, 
Jr. magistrate judge for 
the U.S. District Court, 
Western District of 
New York.  Karen pre-
viously served as a Court Attorney 
to the New York State Supreme 
Court, Appellate Division, Fourth 
Department, and was an Associate of 
Phillips Lytle, LLP.

Karen has been incredibly dedi-
cated to WBASNY and served 
as President of the Western New 

York Chapter during their 20th 
Anniversary year (2004-2005).  She 
has been an officer at the state level 
since that time, most recently serving 
as Vice President.

Karen reflects her 
commitment to the 
missions of WBASNY 
in both her work 
and her personal 
life. She has served 
as the Chairperson 
of the Mental Health 
Association of Erie 
County, Inc. and has 
been involved with 
the Women Physician/
Attorney Task Force.  

Karen is a dedicat-
ed mother, wife and friend.  

A quick mind, quick wit and a gift 
for diplomacy are qualities often men-
tioned when speaking of Karen.  Her 
practical approach to complex mat-
ters and her ability to keep things in 
perspective will serve WBASNY well.

 – Bridget M. o’connell, esq.

KAREN E. RICHARDSON, ESQ.  
TO SERVE AS STATE PRESIDENT ELECT
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On November 3, 2010 WBASNY hosted its 8 Minute 
Mentoring Program for University at Buffalo Law School 

students at the Law School’s Cellino & Barnes Conference 
Center. This is the fourth year that Amanda Warner, Local 
Director and UB Law Liaison, has organized the program for 
the students, this time with help from Local Director Elizabeth 
Kraengel, who will be sharing the UB Law Liaison position with 
Amanda this year.

The 8 Minute Mentoring Program gives law students the 
opportunity to meet and network with attorneys from various 
professional backgrounds, one-on-one, for approximately 8 min-
utes each to discuss topics such as the mentor’s current position 
and path after law school, and any words of advice they may 
have for job searching, career direction, establishing work/life 
balance, etc.

The program has consistently drawn a high turnout for law 
students and attorney mentors alike every year – and this year 
was no exception. In order to keep the program within a 2.5 
hour timeframe and ensure a good experience for all partici-
pants, enrollment in the program was capped at 30 students this 
year. Once the announcement was circulated at the law school 
a few weeks before the event, enrollment was full after just a 
couple of days.

In assembling the panel of local attorneys to serve as mentors, 
Amanda and Elizabeth sought participation from attorneys and 

judges who, together, represent a diverse cross-section of the pro-
fession in terms of work environment, sector and area of practice.

WBASNY would like to thank the 21 local attorneys who took 
the time to serve mentors, including the following WBASNY 
members: Hon. Paula L. Feroleto, Ann Arnold, Meghan Brown, 
Melissa Burke, Joshua Dubs, Jessica Foscolo, Lindy Korn, Pietra 
Lettieri, Laura Linneball, Stephanie Mack, Karen Nicolson, 
Erica Rocco, Bethany Solek, Diane Tiveron and Monica 
Wallace. Several mentors were new to the program this year, 
including Monica Wallace, who found the experience very 
worthwhile. “The law students really appreciated the opportu-
nity to hear from experienced women attorneys.  I am so glad 
that I was able to participate and I highly recommend making 
that program a priority in the future.”

Amanda has also received positive feedback directly from 
several law students who attended the program, as well as 
Melinda Saran, WBASNY member and Vice Dean for Student 
Affairs at UB Law. “Several students came to me to say they 
loved the 8 Minute Mentoring Program,” she said. “A couple of 
them said that they thought it was the best program they have 
had this year!”

Amanda and Elizabeth will be planning another event for UB 
Law students for the Spring 2011 semester. Anyone interested in 
becoming a mentor at WBASNY’s 8 Minute Mentoring Program 
next Fall can contact Amanda Warner at awarner@wnylc.com.

8 MINUTE MENTORING

On November 10th, the Women’s Bar 
Association recently sponsored a panel 

discussion featuring four outstanding women 
in the judiciary: Hon. Tracey Bannister, 
Hon. Barbara Howe, Hon. Sharon LoVallo, 
and Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin. WBASNY 
member Lindy Korn, Esq. acted as the 
moderator for the program. The discussion 
was held at UB Law School and was well 
attended by law students and attorneys. 

The panelists shared inspiring and humor-
ous stories of their judicial campaigns – the 
successful and the unsuccessful. Not to be 
deterred, the judges embraced the opportuni-
ty to seek judicial office once again. Through 
each of their stories, the judges spoke of hard 
work, commitment, and a good reputation as 
vital to a successful judicial campaign. 

The attendees also learned unique issues 
facing female judicial candidates including, 
campaign financing challenges, balancing 

work and home responsibilities, and par-
ticipating in parades in heels. The judges also 
shared their experience with transitioning 
from advocates to justices, and the unique 
challenges each faced when taking on a new 
role in the legal system. On a lighter note, 
the attendees also learned that no curls are 
allowed on television for lawyers or judges; 
a good deviled egg recipe just might get you 
elected; never leave a room without leaving 
behind something with your name on it; and 
having a friend with a convertible is a must 
for efficient candy-throwing in parades. 

Overall, the discussion provided a unique 
opportunity for the judges to share their per-
sonal experiences with students and attorneys 
in a casual environment. WBASNY plans to 
repeat the program next year. Thank you 
to all of the judges for participating and to 
Lindy Korn for moderating the event.

– Jessica L. Foscolo, esq.

Hon. Barbara Howe

Hon. Tracey Bannister, Hon. Lisa Bloch 
Rodwin, Moderator Lindy Korn, and  
Hon. Barbara Howe

A fUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE BENCH
WAR STORIES fROM WOMEN IN THE JUDICIARY
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AN EVENING Of 
WOMEN AND DIVORCE

On August 26, 2010, WNY WBASNY, 
together with The Buffalo & Erie 

County Historical Society and in collabo-
ration with co-sponsor Adrienne Rothstein 
Grace, Certified Financial Planner, pre-
sented an evening of speakers on the topic 
of the changing rights and history of women 
and divorce in New York State.  Author Dr. 
Ilyon Woo delivered the keynote speech on 
the issues addressed in her new book, “The 
Great Divorce: A Nineteenth-Century 
Mother’s Extraordinary Fight against Her 
Husband, the Shakers, and Her Times” 
(Atlantic Monthly Press). The book is an 
historical account of the first and only 
Legislative Divorce granted in New York 
State to Eunice Hawley Chapman, whose 
husband left her and absconded with their 
three children to join a reclusive Shaker 
society in the early 1800s. At the time of 
Ms. Hawley’s struggles, women enjoyed 
few of the rights they do today – includ-
ing the right to vote, own property apart from their husbands, 
vote, or obtain a divorce. Matrimonial lawyer and past president 
of the WNY Chapter of the Women’s Bar Association, Carol A. 
Condon, Esq., addressed the current status of matrimonial law in 
New York, focusing on the recently passed no-fault divorce legis-

lation. Adrienne Rothstein Grace, a Certified Divorce Financial 
Planner with Mass Mutual/The Buffalo Agency, rounded out the 
evening with information on divorce financial planning in the 
modern day.

– Liz Kraengel, esq.

Elizabeth Kraengel, Adrienne Rothstein Grace, Dr. Ilyon Woo, and Carol Condon.

In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, WBASNY, in conjunction 
with the Judges and Lawyers Breast 

Cancer Alert ( JALBCA), held a lun-
cheon presentation featuring Vivian 
Lindfield, M.D., and Dhiren Shah, 
M.D.  Dr. Lindfield is the founder of 
the Western New York Breast Health 

Center and Dr. Shah is a board 
certified radiation oncologist at 
the Cancer Care Center of 
Western New York.

Dr. Lindfield presented 
on navigating the confus-
ing world of medicine and 
oncology and focused on 

the considerations of genetic testing. Dr. Lindfield explained 
that the “breast cancer gene” has been shown to predict a 
propensity for breast cancer in the population, but who should 
be tested, whether insurance will pay, and what to do if test-
ing reveals the breast cancer gene is very controversial. Dr. 
Lindfield counsels patients on how risk factors, including family 
history of breast or ovarian cancer, personal history of breast or 
ovarian cancer, and lifestyle choices contribute to the decision 
to test. Dr. Lindfield and her group also counsel patients about 
what to do with a positive test, from more frequent monitoring 
and lifestyle changes to prophylactic mastectomy. 

Dr. Lindfield and Dr. Shah then answered questions about breast 
cancer diagnosis and treatment, risks of hormone replacement 
therapy in light of a new study by the Women’s Health Initiative, 
and advancements in the field of breast cancer treatment.

– Jennifer scharf, esq.

WBASNY & JALBCA BREAST CANCER LUNCHEON
OCTOBER 28, 2010
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On September 23, 2010, WBASNY held its 26th Annual 
Installation Dinner and Awards Ceremony at Shea’s 

Performing Arts Center. The dinner and ceremony took place 
on the stage. Melissa Foti, Esq. was installed as the Chapter’s 
26th President. Sheri L. Mooney was presented with the M. 
Dolores Denman Lady Justice Award by Past President Hilary 
Banker, Esq. The President’s Award was presented to the 
Honorable Lisa Bloch Rodwin by Past President Lisa Mueller. 
The Honorable Erin M. Peradotto administered the oath to this 
year’s officers and directors. 

The generosity of WBASNY members and dinner guests 
allowed our chapter to present the Erie County Family Justice 
Center with Target and Wegmans gift cards and a check for 
a total donation exceeding $500.00. The Erie County Family 
Justice Center expressed its tremendous gratitude and apprecia-
tion for this donation.

Overall, the evening was a huge success and enjoyed by 
WBASNY members, officers and directors, and the award 
recipients as well as their guests.

– Tammy L. Riddle, esq.

2010 INSTALLATION DINNERSECOND ANNUAL WINE TASTING
Evolving from last year’s Oktoberfest tasting 

event, members of WBASNY WNY gathered on 
November 16, 2010 to enjoy a “November-Fest” tasting 
of top holiday wines at the City Wine Merchant, located 
at Main and Tupper.  Presented free to members, we 
hope to continue to make this an annual event!

– Liz Kraengel, esq.

Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin, State Director Monica Wallace, Local 
Director Liz Kraengel, Program Chair Stephanie Mack, Member 
Melissa Burke, and President Melissa Foti

Erin Torcello, Diane Pietraszewski, and Melissa Vincton

Thomas and Karen Palmer, Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin, 
and Diane Pietraszewski

President Melissa Foti and President Elect Tammy Riddle

Award presenters and Past Presidents Hilary Banker and Lisa Mueller
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Pietra Lettieri, Esq., Local 
Director Peg Murphy, and 

Past President Kelly Philips

Hon. Erin M. Peradotto, President’s Award Recipient Hon. Lisa Bloch Rodwin, 
and Hon. Eugene M. Fahey

Local Director Anne Joynt, M. Dolores 
Denman Lady Justice Award Recipient 
and Past President Sheri L. Mooney, 
and Local Director Liza Callahan

Diversity Chair Hon. Lenora B. Foote-Beavers 
and member Tasha Moore
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Women’s Bar association
of the state of neW York
WESTErn nEW YOrk ChApTEr
P.O. Box 1012
Niagara Square Station
Buffalo, NY 14201-1012

BooKMaRK Us aT:
www.wnychapter-wbasny.org
Find out more about our chapter events and
programs.  Send us your news!  All submissions for 
a posting on our site, should be e-mailed to our Web 
Chair at:  website@wnychapter-wbasny.org

Remember to send in your 
membership dues for 2010-11!


